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PLAIN STATEMENT^ 



^c. 



JNJoTHING, as it must be allowed, can more coiw 
tribute to the right decision of any question, than 
to obtain a clear understanding of what it really 
Is. And such undoubtedly would be the pro- 
gress of every disquisition, if the only object of 
men's minds were the ascertaining of the truth. 
It is however, unfortunately, at least as evident 
that such is not the course, nor such the sole or 
principal motive of the greater part of mankind 
in their expression or support of any difierence 
of opinion. The fact is, too, tliat hardly any 
question is so simple in itself as not to admit of 
such an intermixture of circumstances either 
naturally arising out of, or connected with it, or 
artfully or even heedlessly introduced into it, 
as almost unavoidably tends to perplex and to 
render difBcult even that which, in itself, may 
be sufBciently clear and easy ; and which, of 
course, may always be employed for that pur- 
pose by those who may have an interest in 
keeping the real merits out of sight To this 
wt may add, that many men, from indolence 
»Qd the mere love of ease, take up their opinions 
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2 A PLAIN STATEMENT OF 

hastily and without due examination; others 
are swayed by private motives, or the authority 
of persons to whom they are in the habit of 
paying deference. All which may account 
tolerably well for the quantity of misapprehen- 
sion and error which are apt to display them- 
selves upon the agitation of any point of gene- 
ral concern and utility ; more especial ly of any 
measures which relate to the government of the 
country, and in which consequently every in- 
dividual, however partially informed, or not in- 
formed at all upon the subject, must feel a great 
degree of interest. 

In whatever extent these reflections may ap- 
ply to the manner in which the Roman Catholic 
Claims have beein brought forward, or to the re- 
ception which they have met with, it is pre- 
sumed that nothing but good can result from 
an attempt, coolly and quietly pursued, to disen- 
cumber the question of that whiclj is really 
foreign to it, and thus leav^ it to be considered 
upon its true and proper footing. 

In order to do this, it will be convenient in 
the first place to say what it is fioL 

It is not then a questioi;! of Religious Tolera- 
tion. Whatever may have beien the case in for- 
mer ages, (and what took place even then may 
be shewn to have partaken more of a political 
than of a religious nature) at this moment there 
exists not the least restraint, even in appearance^ 
'Upon the members of the Romish Church, more 
than upon any other of his Majesty's subjects, 
in this respecU They may worship God ac- 
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^ cording to their own forms and faith without 
interruptioti or even discouragement:- nay, in 
the Sister Island, not only a supply has beea 
granted. but of the public purse for the educa- 
tion of their priests, but offers have actually 
been made, and for a while entertained, though 
-finally rejected) for Government to charge itself 
.with the payment annually of competent sti- 
pends to all their ministers from the lowest to 
the highest. 

Neither is it a question of withholding what 
can strictly or properly be called Civil Rights : 
>for the Roman Catholic, to whatever disadvai^ 
tages he may formerly have been subject (those 
.too in a great part more nominal than real)) is 
now left in the full enjoyment . of his property, 
with every facility of advancing himself by the 
exertion of his talents in the acquisition of 
riches. .Indeed, we are loudlv and repeatedly re- 
miaded) by the Romanists luemselviesy and their 
advocates, of the vast and rapid progress which 
they have made in Ireland.sincethe repeal of the 
Penal Code, and of their increasing wealth, po- 
pulation, and influence. 

: Rut it if a question, simply, whether the Ro- 
man Catholics shall be admitted to a share (an 
equal share at least) in the Administration of the 
Government of this country ; that country bet- 
ing a Protestant country; that is, composied 
for the most part, of individuals who by their 
very name protest against certain very gross (as 
.they consider them) and dangerous errors of the 
Roman Catholics ; having a Constitution of Go^ 
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vernment, comprehending both Church and 
Stat^: tp tiie first of which integral parts the 
Roman Catholics on tfa|e otlier hand bear a most 
dei^ided and it>oted animosity ; nay, hold it m 
utter abomination. 

Onfi would suppose that the bare statement 
of such a question might be sufficient for its de* 
cision* It might be thought little better than 
ridiculous^ to doubt whether it could be wise to 
entrust with the management of the public 
ooncerosy those who not only can have no wish 
pf inclination to support and maintain the Go* 
vernment in its present form, but who must feel 
fthe most cidhstant as well as the most ardent dd- 
$ire to overturn it, and to introduce something 
else in its room. 

Nay^ as it will be shewn by aind by, this hos- 
^ity to our Church rests upon such foundations, 
that every Romanist is bound by every tie hu* 
man and divine to effect this change: it is an 
obligation so strong, that any disregard of it 
9nust expose him to the severest reproofs of his 
conscience. 

All this, however, we must expect will be de- 
nied by th^ Homanists, or by their advocates : 
not indted by all of them in the same way or 
to the ssune extent ; yet we shall somehow or 
other be told, 

First, that Eligibility to Office is a natural 
right, inherent in man, of which it is gross in- 
justice to divest him : And secondly, that to di- 
vest him of it upon any grounds connected with 
Religioni is Intolerance. 
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Nov as to the first part of this proposition it 
may be safely affirmed that it is novel : and 
those who affirm it, may therefore be called 
upon to prove it The best way, however, may 
be to bestow a few words upon the subject in 
order to set it in its true light. 

We may then ask how is it that any indrvi* 
dual comes to have a right to govern another? 
If Government be a possession of which all dre 
to have their, share, it ought to be divided to all 
alike, or all should succeed to it in turn : which 
is such a fancy as never Was or can be enter- 
tained, except perhaps by such men as joined 
themselves to Jack Cade or Wat Tyler. But 
Government is no such possession as any man 
may claim an Interest in for his own sake. It h 
entrusted to individuals lot the common good. 
It originates, in fact» in the weakness, nay, in 
the wickedness of man. And therefore some 
persons have called it a necessary evil. It is 
instituted for the protection of good, and the 
coercion of bad men ; and, in the cases of par* 
ticular societies, for their defence against the 
common enemy. Take it thus, it will appeat 
that by becoming a ruler (which includes aH 
descriptions of persons who have any thing to 
da with the administration of a government) a 
man does not acquire a possession, but subjects 
himself to duties ; and such duties as are not 
only laborious, but oftentimes painful, and even 
attended with personal danger. How then can 
there be a right in any inan to be placed in 
such a situation? Provision is made, or was 
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inade on their establishment, by the different 

' governments, for the filling up of all offices by 
persons duly qualified; * but as that provisiQiL 
varies in every > country according to their dif- 
ferent forms, so it has. never been considered as 
injustice, or even hardship, that any man, or even 
bodies of men, were passed by. All the right 
vhich can exist in the body at large (or ratiier, 
to put it more correctly, the duty which was i|i- 
cumbent on those who first formed govemments* 

' and now lies upon those who administer tiiem) 
was and is to see that originally such a form 
should be adopted as would answer the ends 
proposed ; and that afterwards it^ should be ad- 

' ministered according to eiquity and justice; in: 
such a manner as that every one should know 
what is expected of him, and have no difficulty, 

' or as little as possible, in proicuriug redress for 
any wrong which ? he may suffer. All which 
the Roman Catholics in these realms enjoy as 
fully as any Protestant. 

. Thus much has been saiB, because, however 
strange it may seem, the question has been ar- 
gued upon the broad ground of Right. This 
however is always in reality reduced to little or 
nothing by the qualification which is necessa^ 

' rily superadded to it, that such exclusion from 
office may be established wherever and when- 
ever the safety of the State requires it ; wherever 
and whenever the principles of the individuals 
or of the description of men who are the sub- 
jects of the exclusion are such as that the State 
cannot with safety trust themr It would Jbie 
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inipertinent therefore to dwell any longer upon, 
this head; because if the feelings and the prin-^ 
ciples of the Roman Catholics are what they 
have been stated to be, there is an end of the 
question even in this point of vie w^. 
, And this it is which in the second place we 
now proceed to. make out 

Firsts however, it may be of use to observe 
that these previous disqualifications from office 
mjay be considered as rare cases. They can 
Qnly.be called for, or be admitted in free states. 
For as they are restraints upon the sovereigny 
every, despot, whether he be one or many, wiU 
of course reject the idea. He willnot endure to 
have his.liberty of choosing his servants in any 
degree abridged, more especially as he know9 
and feels that they being, as they are in all such 
countries, wholly dependent upon his will and 
pleasure, he can immediately obviate any evil to 
be apprehended from their being in place, by 
jdismissing them at once \^ith the same facility 
as he appointed them. And this may >erve as 
an answer to those who urge us with the exam- 
ples of Russia and other arbitrary governments, 
where no such test or qualification for office is 

* It may be as well to fortify one's self by the. jodgmenl 
of one of the advocates of the Roman Catholics themseWes. 
<« Erery government has a right to provide for its omi preL- 
<« servation by any internal regolations consistent with this 
«' law of God, and with the rights of other independeat 
*' states : and if the govemmeru thmki that its preservatioa 
" caniiot be secured withoat the exclusion of certain indi- 
" vidoals from certain privileges, it has a right to excUde 
'' them/* Bp. of Land^S's Charge 1805, p. 41. 
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required. But in free states they become ne- 
cessary; and arc imposed, by or on behalf of the 
people> either as a guard over themselves against 
any improvidence or error of their own; or as a 
check upon the sovereign, to make it more dif- 
ficult for him to infringe the liberty of the sub- 
ject, or either wilfully or from negligence to 
suffer the constitution to be impaired, while he 
is thus confined in his choice of officers to those 
who have an interest in preserving the one and 
the other. And such was the history of the 
disqualifications in this country : the principal, 
if not the whole, of which, were devised at a 
period when it was supposed that the monarch 
who was upon the throne had a secret bias to- 
wards Popery, and a jealousy of the same kind, 
fully justified by the event, was entertained 
with respect to his successor. 

Indeed it is under our constitution that more 
especially such guards are called for. The great 
influence which the legislative body possesses 
over the executive, the share which they often 
have in recommending, indirectly indeed, yet 
most powerfully, nay, almost forcing upon the 
sovereign the persons who are to be his ministers; 
the great weight which the different parties in 
both Houses of Parliament possess in the deter- 
mining of what measures shall be adopted by the 
government, are all reasons (and many more 
might be added) why the avenues to place and 
to a share in the legislature should be closed 
against all but those who are well disposed to 
the constitution. To suffer either ministers te 
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he appointed, or a party to exist in either Houao 
of Parliament who should have a direct in* 
terest in orertuming a material part of our 
establishmdit, would, in such a State as ours, be. 
any thing but an act of wisdom or common 
prudence. 

That the admission of Roman Catholics into 
the Houses of Parliament and into the higher 
Offices of State would be such an act there 
surely ought to be no doubt. We might ap^ 
peal in the first place to those feelings which 
are common to every Protestant, to that per- 
suasion which was so instilled into us that it 
seems almost to be a part of us. From the 
first moment that we were capable of any 
opinion respecting such matters (such, was the 
care of our ancestors that, so important a truth 
should not be overlooked; or rather so deep was 
the impression which severe and painful expe* 
rience had left upon the public mind), we w&^ 
made to understand that to all that bore the 
name of Protestant, the Pope and all that ad- 
hered to him were irreconcileable enemies ;. an4 
that it had been their constant practice, founded 
upon the doctrines of their Church, to persecute 
and to root out, whenever, and as often as it 
was in their power, every one who, calling him* 
self a Christian, refused to submit himself to tfae^ 
authority and jurisdiction of the See of Rome. 

It will be said, probably, that this is a vulgar 
opinion, which however it might originally bam- 
ha4 some foundation in truth,, has now becom^^ 
by the course of events and. the change pf the 
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^blid nund^ .wholly un waniEintabfe.a]id pi&t fit 
tobemninlamcd by any man of common can*^ 
tiour.ond.t&^r judgment -::..-: j-'.^.^^j 

*jj|^ow,f miUie first placid' if all tbi&. were al^ 
jiawedy yet* wlule tiie' oj^oa; remains in fuH 
force, is it not a good reason forsaying'tba^thQ 
plDposdd ineasures. arb more likely tO)licad46irri^ 
tatapni than to ccmciliatioa; that to force inen so 
sttQOgl^^^at: variance i.witfeieaeh other ito actito^ 
>g{3tl^r ia .the'administtation* of a trust so.deli^ 
liate £tnd idifficidt as that <6f government^: inf 
volyiBg the very subjcfdt in dispute, could only 
produce con&tsion andidiscord'P _ * k ,: 
:>ii£ut.fiirther^iit might be sufHotent to say that 
the opinion is ^dedved from : some of the firsit 
characters of this. nation^ mea to, whom this 
dOuntry is i principally^ indebted for the high 
state ; of: prosperity and: freddom which it eiijoy & i 
aBjd. that we; may well wait ^ for some deafer 
ii|^ty hefbre we j^t; with those feelings and 
thl»se principles to which we dwe/ what has^so 
iwmlnolily foeen;caUed, thd glorious Revolution^ 
a& well as l^e: Reformation; - '■•■■ ■ ' > ' '^ 

^^We Protestants are aot^hoii^ver to i^y inipli'^ 
citly. Ott the authority even of the best men. Let 
4IS iSee therefore what are the .Doctrines whic4i 
every Romanist mustunqnestionably hold ; those 
which the mildest and the most liberal of theni 
must admit, and is ^boand to stippbrt. . *>•'«> 
. : He believes and ^ professes (that the Pope as 
the successor of St. Petil^ ^ hy dimtt appoint 
fgunty^t actual Repres^tttsftii^ of omP S^yiovi^l 
Cbriit^s^ Yicar upon eartb^ especially ^ut^ ^ 



^im to rple his Church; and that. tO:hit9| (ip^ 
divine right be it always* remembered) helonigt 
or . is due . the actual super iiiteiidaiice and n^t 
i^V§r;eyeiy individual, : wherever existing^ thsi 
j^ofesses^tP ^1 upon the name of Chns^ .^nd 
That itk alike the dioinemU,tn?^d€ HnQWMJt 
in the^ same : manner^ that the IKshop of B9Af# 
for thf time . being should be that Pope^H-tlw^ 
consequently the Chuvch of Rome is alSQ tatlii^ 
poiisideredt as she i is. ? by Uiem intitled, tkt 
i&lother atod Mistress /(>f all Churches ; !dtid that 
eveiy individual or Churcjt) ithat either ^eparatef 
Iiimsaslf or itself or Ja on amount of iii$ te its 
contumacy .cut off: by a sentence of the Pc^pt 
fr<^^the? conimiinio^ of that Clmrcfa,is by ttiat 
act.giyen up tp eternal ' perditioil ; tand; ffnibtt 
continue in that i^tate until recppd}e4/:pr m* 
ceive^ again . to comtnunion by an actj ^fifae 
iame Pope.' s ';.••••, ••••*• ^i.- ■ ••-.i'r;'. , .o 
.^&ich isrthe faith of every, even themildei^t 
Ilptpan^Gatholic. Iti^f-feally hi» iaitbivthpiigh 
ipspe iirillr be> , ready to disclaim . it . in a .certain 
^gf^i and tjbey , wiU ufgie what )GM>nie of thcar 
^rril^n^ in this Protestant ^oountry^wiitingwhal; 
theyi knevir wa» exposed to the yie^ and critir 
(^ism 4>f Protestan^y ^yp . ^H th^t ;^lawanc^ 
w|ll be made tiy the, Almighty fur ^; aminciklf 
ijgnm'ffnpcJ!'; . , Bi^ ^^h^ i^ fact /Cpmes. tO: noth wig^ 
fiii^e Ood pi^^y jcan say, aj^^bealooiecmj^a^ t|^ 
heart. of ^?ncm; :w:hat is-^/imriiidt^e ignorance-T 
^ jjLi^tijfies t^ejF^fore^o alloirance to; individuals 
h^, p!}k earths by njan,mor, tin f^, .dp; ^^ 
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all Heretics who fail in their submis^sion to it, 
Who remain unpersuaded by its argumentSi are 
pronounced obstinate^ and delivered over to the 
JMKrdlar arm. Indeed trifling and futile as this 
qualification is, it is not the doctrine held at 
Rome ; and it is very questionable whether any 
Priest in any other country would be allowed to 
put forth siich a qualification. This and some 
other of the same stamp are among those dog- 
Alas of unauthorized individuals which are 
linked at for a particular season, and to serve 
particular purposes^ bat would soon be formally 
condemned, if it were attempted to build any 
substantial indulgence upon them. 

Upon this statement therefore, taking the 
doctrine at its lowest point, how can any man 
conceive that any degree of influence or prepon- 
derance (and if we are wise we must make our 
calculations upon the possibility of even great 
preponderance) can be conceded to Romanists 
in a country like this, which in its ecclesiastical 
establishment disclaims all subjection to the Se6 
of Rome. Must it not be the bounden duty of 
every such person, the favourite, the constant 
and the fervent desire of his heart, to bring back 
such a country to what he conceives .to be the 
only state of acceptance with God ? Must he 
not embrace with eagerness every opportunity, 
even from the purest motives of Christian 
charity, to do this? Must not all that he pos- 
sesses of influence, of controul, or of authority 
over individuals, be all employed to this end? 
could there be greater triumph or greatet 
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gratification to such men (taking them to « h^ 
sincere in their belief: and even because they 
are sincere :) than to be instrumental in bring- 
ing back a whole community into that right 
tracfc^from which (according to them) it had 
strayed ? Observe too, that the very sense of al- 
legiance or of affection which they own or en- 
tertain for their sovereign or their countrymen, 
would only be an additional motive to stimulate 
their exertions in doing what they must ima- 
gine to be the greatest of all kindnesses, and 
conferring the most important of all benefits. 

Thus would the case stand generally, and with 
a view to any place or nation indiscriminately 
that was Protestant; but in this country the 
inducements to attempt such a reconciliation of 
the Church to the See of Rome are so multiplied 
as to be almost irresistible. 

In the first place, it should be remembered 
that, as our Reformers had no quarrel with the 
See of Rome but on account of its abuses, as 
they only desired that which had been for more 
than a century before loudly and repeatedly 
called for, that is, a correction of those abuses, 
they made no change in the actual state of 
things more than was necessary for the eJBFecting 
of that object They retained not only the 
discipline and the orders, but all tfie forms and 
ceremonies of the Church which appeared to 
them to be either edifying in themselves, oi^ 
consonant to the usages of Christian Churches 
in the primitive ages. Our Church therefore 
remains not only-Episcopal^ with the Orders, d 



14 A ^LAJN STATEMENT OF 

priests and Deacons, but with the same Sees, 
the same Parishes, the same (or nearly the same) 
Bevenues for the Clergy ; in all respects pre- 
serving, together with its independence, all that 
is desirable of the stbte and dignity which it 
had when it was Popish. At the same time,, 
tven from the copsistency and stability which 
it has thus preserved, and from the founda^oit 
of antiquity on which it continues to rest, it has 
ever been, and remains the great bulwark of the 
Protestant cause : and more real and effectual 
opposition to the doctrines of the STee of Rome, 
a^nd to the argun;ients of its adherents, has been 
made by its members than by any. other de** 
scription of men. All this must make it an ob^ 
ject of peculiar envy and jealousy to all Papists. 
They must feel an extraordinary and most spe^ 
cial anxiety to remove this stumbling block out 
tf their way. But this supplies them also with 
more circumstances of encouragement than cari 
be found in amy other country. Among the 
most prominent is the condition of our Churchy 
thus left, as above stated, at no great apparient 
distance from the forms and discipline of their 
own : with the idea thence arising that the change 
inight'be easily effected ; that, as the departure 
was less violent and headlong, so the return 
might be brought about with less effort, and 
even by degrees which might hardly be per-* 
oeived. . 

. Add to this that the experiment has beei^ 
made; once successfully, under that Mary 
is emphatically called Bloody ;: and ^l ^^ 
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tond time under James the Second, though uu<» 
Successfully, yet, with such a falling away to 
them of many considerable persons, and with 
so much of footing gained^ as may well flatter 
those who are sanguine in their nature or 
strongly bigotted, that the business may be 
better conducted another time, and end more 
happily ; especially when there shall be no foreign 
}iower to interpose with assistance, no quarter 
from whieh a deliverer like William the Third 
could be sent. 

- In Ireland indeed there was even thei;i, though 
but for a short time, complete success. And no * 
doubt, the recollection of that success is among 
the causes which raise so high the pretensions and 
the expectations of the Romanists in that part of 
the United Kingdom. They look again with an* 
ticipated delight to the moment when th^ shall 
be able to recompence themselves, as they eagerly 
hastened to do at that time, and as fully as they 
cOiild, for the years of oppression and privation; 
which they are so fond of reminding us tbai^ 
they have endured. Indeed the Aggregate 
Meetings and Catholic Committees which at^ 
jsittiiig: ^nd have lately sat in Dublin, seem^ to 
^e even desirous to shew us, that not only the 
bigotry and the arrogance, but the precipitanqy; 
and the improvidence which marked the couu^ 
cils of the infatuated James, have still an ex^ 
istence. 

,. Nor should it be considered as a trivial matter 
that at this day every Archbishop and Bisho|N 
of the Established Church, in that part of .llit» 
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United Kingdom, has his regular doubk of tlie 
Romish persuasion ; and it is a fact very worthy 
of observation, that every one of these Popish 
Prelates, after his confirmation at Rome, actually 
-makes it a point to be formally enthroned in 
the very Cathedral which appertains to the Sec^ 
whose title among his fellow Romanists he 
bears, and which they consider as his:^ thus 
keeping up, in the most pointed manner, what 
in the law phrase is styled a continual claim to 
those possessions and those honours of which 
Jie considers himself as impiously dispossessed. 
With these many circumstances of incite- 
ment, of combined irritation and encourage* 
ment, will it, can it be believed, it must again 
foe asked, that there can exist that Romanist, 
who, if he be really what he professes to be, 
does not every day, and even with the greatest 
anxiety, look forward to the period when his 
Church shall regain its empire, and be again, 
wliat it was of old, not only the supreme, but 
the only authority in spiritual matters within 
these realms. He has been told that his is the 
Church of which, and of which alone it has been 
said, that ^' the Gates of Hell shall not prevail 

* This is really done, and in due form. They go into the 
Cathedral as it were casually or to view it : and some of the 
party contrives to draw off the attention of the attendants 
while the ceremony is performed. I have this from a re* 
spectable and dignified clergyman of that Church, who was 
with the late Archbishop of Cashel, when the verger came in 
quite alarmed to tell his grace that he had discovered that a 
'iSransaction of that sort was actually going on, and the throne 
iQCCupied at that moment. 
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against it." He has also been taught that the 
opposition which it has met with^ and still meets 
with from Protestants, is among the machina- 
tions of that Hell ; and he firmly believes thercr 
fore, that in its final triumph over the Devil, \i 
will subdue to itself all those who are thus risen 
up against it, and whom he brands with the 
name of Schismatics and Heretics. Now with 
this confidence in his mind, what can he have 
more at heart than to be an instrument in ac- 
celerating that happy period, and bringing 
this nation to^ lead the way in that blessed 
restoration ?* 

Some persons, however, will still insist that 
this is all fancy and exaggeration: they will 
aver that at least the Laity have no concern ia 
all this : that all their anxiety and care is only 
to have an opportunity of serving their country 
in civil capacities, or as commanders of her fleets 
and armies: that they trouble not themselves 
about the Church, and that, if any other persons 
do, it cannot affect them who only mind their 

* It may not be amiss to bring the reader acquainted witb 
the manner in which these Romish Prelates state these matr 
tersone to another. — Dr. Milner^ speaking of the Church, (by 
which he means his own exclusively) and after having rcr 
ferred to former periods, says, '' At the beginning of the 16tb 
** century it was heresy again, under the specious name of 
" Reformation, which essayed to vitiateher pure and unchangei' 
f* able ieneum and now, in this unhappy sixth age ia 
" which our lot is cast, the age of irreligion and professe4 
** infidelity, it is not the doctrine, but the discipline and ju,* 
*' ris^iction of the Church which her enemies aim at over-, 
<" throwing. They are content to let her live, so that she 
** may be the slave of her worldly policy. We know fro^A 

D 
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own business. Now, if those who say this, really 
mean what they say, they must be told that they 
are totally ignorant of the human mind : cer- 
tainly of what passes in a Romanist's mind. 
Who is there indeed, that does not in «ome de- 
gree identify himself with the religious Creed 
'which he professes? Commonly it forms the 
name by which he is peculiarly distinguished ; 
if it be prosperous therefore, and had in honour, 
he necessarily shares in that prosperity and that 
honour; as on the other hand, whenever it is 
depressed, he also to a degffee sinks with it. 
Indeed to their most trivial opinions men shew 
no small attachment : can it be believed, that 
they are not swayed by those which are of such 
confessedly transcendent importance ? 

But, whatever may be the case in other com- 
munions, of those of the Romish Faith it is most 
istrikingly true. From their birth they are 
taught to consider thdmselves as the only fa- 
voured of God ; to look down with contempt 
upon every human being who is not of their 

*' revelation, what the character of the seventh and last war 
'** against this Spiritual Kingdom tiHIl be, namely an Anti- 
«^ christian Persecution far more terrible than that of Nero 
" or Dioclesian, but at the same time far more happy and 
" glorious in its issue : for then the enemies that shall 
*" encoimpais the camp t^f the Saints, and the beloved City being de- 
'' toured by Jire coming from God out qf Heaven, and the Devil 
*' tvho seduced them being cast into the pool qffire and irimstone'^ 
•' the Kingdom qf this World ^all become our Lord's and his 
« Christ's, and he shall reign for evisr." Rev. xx. 8, 9. xi. 15. 
[Letters to a Roman Catholic Prelate of Ireland, p. 2. 
' ^ N. B. Br. Milner'sown Italics^ as well as bis jumble of the 
iwo chapters. "^ . 
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persuasion : more especially tho&e who have se- 
parated from their Church, the Schismatics and 
Heretics, are held up to them as objects of dcr 
testation a;nd abhorrence, as wretches, not only 
devoted to perdition hereafter, but hardly de- 
serving of an existence in this world,* These 
sentiments are particularly inculcated into them, 
in this and other Protestant countries, from the 
apprehension lest by too great familiarity with 
any of .us, they should be led to indulge in that 
liberty of judging for therbselves in religious 
matters, of examining into the grounds of their 
faith, which, while it is a fundamental principle 
with Protestants, is considered with them as the 
most pernicious of heresies. Conformably to 
this, they ^re brought up in the mo;st abject 
submission to their spiritual guides ; and from 
them only they are bidden to learn just what it is 
thought fit that they should know, and no more. 
Should they rebel, or transgress the bpunds pre- 
scribed, they are immediately brought into order 
by denying them the sacraments of the Church, 
which denial puts them out of the pale of that 

** As this representation may be thought too strongs we 
may be allowed again to go into the enemy's qaart^rs atfd 
produce the Bishop of Lapd^ffl '' Children in (Roin^n) Gi|- 
tbolic countries are taught as soon as they can speak, that all 
persons^ except Catholics, are Heretics— 4hat all Heretics are 
in a state of damnation— ^Ao^ it is a crime to think well qf them, 
and a meritorious act to convert Uiem — ithat Popes and 6f - 
neral Councils are infallible— that every thing which the 
Church of Rome enjoins fis a matter of faith of a ma^ )>£ 
practice, must be done or believed, under the risk of incur- 
ring the penalty of the pains of Purgatory or Rell." Cbai^ 
1S05. p. 26. 
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Church, and by necessary xronsequcnce, as they 
have been taught, at once shuts them out from 
salvation. 

Any proof of this is become the less neces- 
sary, because recent'events have established be- 
yond^ all doubts that not only this is the doc- 
trine at Rome, but that it is the doctrine here. 
The discussions which took place in the years 
1789, 90, and 9I, between the Committee of 
Roman Cathdlics in this kingdom and their 
•prelates, have settled the point, that whatever 
reason the laity or any individuals amon^ the 
clergy may have on their side, the Vicars Apos- 
tolical can at once put them down by a simple 
declaration of what is their will and pleasure. 
It now stands recorded that it is for the prelates 
of that communion, and for them alone, to say 
what oaths shall, or shall not be taken to the 
Government. No individual, let him be who 
he will, is allowed to have an opinion on the 
subject. Mr. Berington, Dr. O'Conor, and the 
Abb^ Blanchard may argue as they will, and 
assert their ^ight of being heard, they must at 
.last yield to the censures which are levelled 
against i;hem. They may claim for their Church, 
accordii^g to their idea of it, the same franchisee 
as were enjoyed by the members of the Galljcan 
Church, but when Dr. Milner says, that all the 
prelates in England and Ireland are fully re- 
solved not to accede to the four famous Articles 
of that Church,^ he must be listened to, and his 
sentence must prevail. 

# 

# See Sapplement to Pastoral Letter of ISOS. p. 39. 
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III the same manner it has been more recently 
decided, that it belongs to the Romish fiisliops 
in Ireland solely, to say whether any or what 
securities shall there also be given to the State, 
for their loyalty. Their having lately come to 
a resolution that no such security at all shall be 
given,. is only one circumstance the more for our 
consideration: but after all the main point is^ 
that the clergy iii this country have the complete 
rule and government over the individqals of their 
communion : and no man alive can 'say with a 
grave face, that there is any Priest or Bishop of 
that Church who does not most ardently, even 
from secular, as well as spiritual motives, on 
account of his own private interest, as well as 
that of his Church, long for the destruction of 
our establishment. It is not in human nature 
that it should not be so : and it would be a mere 
w;aste of words to go about to prove it. And 
since they are in this country, in fact, the onlj^ 
efficient members of that communion, since they 
completely rule the others, and positively decide 
what measures are to be taken, we cannot but 
see, we must be blind if we do not see, w^hat 
would be the fate of our Established Churc^i if 
a Romanist could have any ^ing to do with 
the management or superintendance of it. 

The reader may have observed that it has 
been said " in this country ;" and the words 
were used deliberately and with a meaning : for 
the fact is, and it is a very important one to be 
attended to, that the subjection of the Laity to 
the Clergy is in this country more absolute. 



\ 
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more without remedy, as we may say, than it is 
in countries where the whole community is 
Popish. In that case the sovereign and his^ sub- 
jects, being of the same faith, can make a com<r 
mon cause together, the civil authorities can be 
called upon and exert themselves in the resist* 
ing of unreasonable claims and encroachments 
of the Popes and their Clergy. And in all cases 
where the rulers and the body of the people 
irere upon good terms with each other, this has 
heen done not without good elFect. And hence 
arose our statutes of Provisors and Premunire;* 
hence it was that the State of Venice was 
Mabled to defend itself against the interdict of 
Paul the Vth ; and that in France under the old 
goveniment what were called the Liberties of 
the Gallican Church were to a certain degree 
asserted. Even there however, as the Pope had 
always the whole host of the Clergy on his side, 
iE^ indeed he had them in every State, in ours 
also, as history shews us, and they were always 
active in furthering his views, it was done but 
imperfectly. The King and Parliaments had 
refused to sanction the decrees of the Council 
of Trent, yet they were always recognized and 

r 

^ Some Gentlemen (Mr. Lingard in particular has written 
m tract upon the suhject) alledge these statutes as a proof 
that the profession of the Roman Caihtlic Faith is compatible 
with independence in the particular Church. The short an- 
swer is» that it cannot he so in this country in the present 
state of things. Would they be content that we should now 
act upon and enforce those statutes ; that we should resort to, 
and effectually interpose that barrier against the usurpations of 
ihePope? 
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acted upon by the Clergy, and by the indivi^* 
duals of the Laity, though not by the State for- 
mally, submitted to. So the Bulls in Ccsnd D(h 
miniy particularly levelled at those who, like the 
French, stood out against the pretensions of the 
Pope, were, till a late date, regularly published 
in that kingdom. But still while King and 
People were united, the torrent of Papal Usur- 
pation could in some degree be stemmed. Here 
on the contrary, where that part of the people 
of whom we speaks are kept at variance with 
their Sovereign and the State, where they are 
studiously taught that it would be a serious 
crime to call in the interference of the civil 
power .to decide between them and their spiritual 
guides, they are left without protection against 
whatever mandates the Pope may choose to 
issue. There is no power here that can order, 
as the Venetians did, that if any Priest obeyed 
or enforced the interdict of the Pope he should 
be hanged. If therefore Priest or Prelate refuse 
those Sacraments, the withholding of which is 
supposed to shut out the man from all hope 
of Heaven, the Roman Catholic has no remedy 
but submission, unless he will, to this extent at 
least, renounce his faith, and so be no more 
what he professes to be. And thus it was that 
the moment the Pope forbade them to come to 
our churches, as they had constantly done 
during the first nine years of the reign of Eliza, 
l^th, they immediately abstained, and have ever 
since abstained from ever joining in our ser- 
vices, although there is not a syllable in our or« 
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dinary offices in which they might not most 
safely join : nay, even the consecration of the 
Eucharist is so performed that it might be taken 
by the Romanist in his own sense of that Sa* 
crament. Thus again, when that oath was de- 
vised by James the 1st, which expressly required 
an assent to the King's Supremacy in temporals 
only, and which only disclaimed that which 
they all now disclaim by the oaths which they 
take, and which are almost in terms a copy of 
that, upon the Pope's issuing his Bull forbidding 
them to take that oath, he was implicitly 
obeyed; though it is clear that if they did not 
assent to the contents of that oath it was impos- 
sible that they could be considered as loyal sub- 
jects; and if the State in fact had not given 
them credit for being what the Pope would not 
allow them to profess themselves to be, they 
could not have been suffered to breathe in a Pro- 
testant country. . They did however from that 
circumstance inevitably become, and with rea- 
son continue to be, objects of suspicion ; as in- 
deed, the Roman Catholic Committee acknow- 
ledge, and very feelingly complain of it; and to 
this as to its proper cause they ascribe all the dis- 
advantages under which ever since that period 
they have lain.* 

Nor should it be forgotten, that even so late 
as the year 1775, th€ Pope's objections to that 
Oath appear not to have been removed: and 

* See the Declaration and Protestation of the Roman 
Catholics of England, &c. Published by Stockdale, Pall* 
malL«»With the Correspondence which followed. 



THE ROMAN CATHOLIC QUESTION. S^^ 

the Popish Archbishop Butler was strongly re- 
buked in an official brief for having consented 
to it without having previously obtained the^ 
sanction of the Pope * 

. This was very nearly the same treatment as 
BlackTvell the arch-priest in king Janies's time 
receiyedy for having shewn the same disposition 
to evince his loyalty. Such is the treatment 
which has uniformly been experienced by all 
those who have shewn a greater readiness to 
unite themselves with the State than was agree- 
able to the court of Rome; by the Irish Re-^ 
/monstrants, and by others in the reign of Charles 
the Ist.-jr We thus see the same principle ope* 
rating in the same way at the distance of nearly 
two centuries. There is always the same un- 
ceasing vigilance on the part of the Pope to 
keep the monarch and his subjects at variance 
to prevent their coming to such an understand- 
ing as might prejudice his authority in the ex- 
tent in which he exercises it. 

This is only pointed out and insisted upon as 
proving what has been said of the peculiar dis- 
advantage under which our fellow subjects of 
that Church are laid in this kingdom, from that 
very circumstance of their being without any 
sort of power to protect them, or to remonstrate 
against even the most flagrant abuse of the spi. 
ritual powers of censure and excommunication. 
Let their Priests or the Pope extend their juris- 

* See for this Dr. Hales's LeUers to Dr. Troy, p. IS, sam'tK 
publisher. And Dod's Church History^vol. 2, p. 380. 

t See Declaration and Protestation, dec. p. 126. 

E 



diction ev^r so improperly, let them say, erer so 
much against tlie plain truth, that such and 
such matters are doctrinal points, when they 
are not, they must submit, they ^nnot have re« 
course to the State, as in Roman Catholic coun- 
tries a subject who is aggrieved may do : they 
ve left to digest, as well as they can, the naked 
injunction of their Prelates, without even the 
miserable consolation of knowing upon what 
shadow of reason those injunctions are founded.* 
Here again, it must be observed that even 
from this singular relation in which they stand 
towards their government, and that extreme 
sut^ection to their Priests which grows^ out of 
it, they must be doubly desirous, and indeed 
most anxious to efiect a change in the esta* 
bUsbment. Even for their own protection in 
their spiritual concerns, and the gaining of any 
sort of religious liberty, they must most ardesitly 
long to bring the State to a conformity with 
their own religious opinions ; in other words, to 
overthrow the Grovernment in the Church. 
H0W unwise therefore must it be by giving 
them poFittcal power to. supply them with any 
means for accomplislnng that purpose ? 

* See. BeclarAtiMi end Protettation, p. 99. At a meetiog 
aUiuided by tbe V« A. of tbe- Middle and Western distiicta 
vrith theic coadjutors^ the Vicar Apostolical for the Western 
district, " being urged, over and over again, to point oat the 
'* objectionable passages pof the proposed Oath,] be declined 
** it,aod contented himself with defying to tbe assembly aoy 
** right to require him to inform them of the . parts of the 
" Oath wbich he thought censurable, or his reasons for 
'' thinking them such." See alsa the Encyclical Letter at 
p. 154. 
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Two Other otK^rv^ons arise out of this viefr 
of the subject. 

First, it is evident how unfounded is the aiH 
gumenty which, has so often been brought ftr- 
ward, that the Romw CatlioUcs, by their very 
abstaining to take the Oaths of Allegiance a&fi 
Supremacy, shew themselves to be particularly 
sensible to the obligation of an Oath, and theni- 
fore that to any engagements which tfaieiy taloe 
under 5uch a sanction, the utmost credit is tol^e 
given* Whereas it is clear that their not tsJuug 
the Oaths in question is not owing to any scmpjfp 
of conscience of their own, for it is not Ufl 1p 
them whether they will perjure themselves^ 
aot. Whether there be those amocig them whp 
would be guilty of such an ijfliinacal act^ is aei* 
ther affirmed or denied ; b(ut it never 4i9s Hioitm 
into (question. The ikcjt is^ that they hav^ lif- 
ver ti^n the Oaths of AUeigianoe and Supct- 
m^y^ as their fellow sulyects do, stfiofply bf9- 
icause tfaie Poipe will not let them. So far w^ 
he from leaving it to them to de so or not, tfafat 
Jbe has even e^ressiy foifbidden them^ f v;^i 
^hen they were desi^us of it, to take an (Ptath 
of qualified Supremacy expressly restricted M> 
^t^iporal domdaion. Whether theiefore t3^ 
Romanists have 'more or less respect for oaths 
than other descriptions of men, is another ques^ 
tion : Whether the tenets of their Church Iwne 
^ tendency to Hxikb them mote or less scra^ 
Ions upon that point,, mk;^ he enquired else- 
whete ; but it is most^ckar that tlneir sufamilting 
to the disabilities to which they are liable io 
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consequencie of their refusing to take the Oaths 
of Allegiance and Supremacy, is no proof of such 
scrupulousness. It is only a proof of the strict 
dominion, of the despotic empire indeed, which 
the Pope exercises over those of his own com- 
munity. 

Next we mkf observe how very different is 
thtf case of the iSomati Catholics in this country 
from that of any other class of Dissenters ; how 
much more they must naturally^ be objects of 
suspicion. For let the Dissenters^ite as desirous 
as they may of overturning the Established 
Church, which we believe not to be true of 
many of them, nay, we believe it to be true of 
very few,* yet they are not so joined together 
by any common bond of union as to be agreed 
what they shall substitute in its room: and 
there is no one class of Dissenters so preponde- 
rant that it can be sure, or even tolerably confi- 
dent that it shall secure to itself the autho- 
rity of which it deprives the Church. But 
the Roman Catholic has no doubt or hesitation 
of that sort His Church is already prepared 
and marshalled, every department is organized 
and ready to slide into its proper situation, the 
moment the Establishment is taken away. Let 

i"- 

* We believe that the most respectable among them feel, 
what we are firmly persuaded is the tratjb, that .under no 

. other establishment is Liberty of Conscience so fully secured ; 
and that they j^ would themselves be at a loss to devise a 
system^ which could so well enable all who are so disposed^ 
to worship God in peace and quietness after their own 

iway. 
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the place be once *' swept and garnished/' and 
the Pope will not fail to ^nter in and make it 
his abode. Besides, the Dissenters in their pro- 
jects, supposing them to have any, can only 
proceed on the idea of substituting something 
new, and to a certain degree, untried ; of which 
they may well doubt if it will be received, or 
have any duration. They profess not any ante- 
cedent right or claim. , 

But the Romanist is not indulging in 
visionary schemes, nor has he to begin by consi- 
dering whether his fabric will hang together. 
He will tell you that what he seeks is not the 
introduction, but the taking away of novel tj' ; 
that the Church which he is so earnest to bring 
in, is the true, the ancient and the rightftil 
Church, the same which was formerly driven 
out by lawless and impious men : that the Pope 
only claims what is his own by an indefeasible 
title, sanctioned by the possession of ages, and 
founded in the express grant of the Almighty. 
His and their labours are directed, they will tell 
us, not to destroy but to restore ; to put an end 
to an Establishment (they will not call it a 
Church) which is but of yesterday, and of hu- 
man fabrication, in order to bless the nation 
again with the real Church, coeval with Chris- 
tianity and of unquestionably divine institution; 
that which is " the religion of your Apostles," 
says Dr. Milner to us, " the missionaries who 
" converted and civilized you, of the framers of 
" your constitution^ and of the founders of your 
*f families, good and loyal men, I trust ; and 
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'^ however assaulted and oppressed in every 
'^ quarter, at the present day it is still the,^^9?ie 
*^ reljigioni one mid the mme^ of the great body 
" of Christians all over the world."* 

Hitherto the case has been put upon those 
grouads, aiid rested upon those principles which 
IK) Roman Catholic of ever so mitigated a des- 
cription can deny to be held by him. Of the Pope 
himself) and the effect of those pr^ten^icms of his 
which he has always advanced/though he has not 
always been able to maintain^ of Uiose doctrines 
of his See which have made that form of religion 
most justly abhorred by all those who did not 
profess it, nothing has yet been said, except in- 
cidentally. These particulars have been kept 
thus distinct, because some persons insist that 
they are not of the essence of that Religion ; be- 
cause, particularly when thp dispute is with 
Protestants, they are studiously dissembled, and 
every artifice is used to keep them out of sight, 
or to dress them in fake colours. Tliey are, 
however^ not the less to be attended to in form- 
ing our judgment ; for they as certainly have 
an existei^ce, as any of the facts or tenets which 
have already been stated, and they have always 
been enforced by the See of Rome whenever the 
power to enforce them has existed. 

That they would at once decide the question 

* The reader who wishes to see these pretensions dis* 
cussed^ id referred to the Author^s '* Address to the Romdih 
Catholics of England/' But stich utc tflie (M'etemsiond, and 
fmny often still more extravagant; and smhMthe iaogiiage 
4Bf these gentlemen. 
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we may be sure from the anxiety which is thus, 
and has always been shewn by their advocates 
among the Protestants to disclaim them, and to 
declare them in some way or other not to be 
obligatory upon the body at large. 

. The principal and the most glaringly ob- 
noxious are these which follow ; and they rest 
upon the claim which it is maintained that the 
Pbpe has made out, to be, by divine appoint- 
ment, Christ's Vicar upon earth ; upon which 
he proceeded to declare with the concurrence 
and approbation of several of those Councils 
which in that Church are called General : 

First, that all those who in any way dissented 
from the doctrines promulgated by him, all 
Heretics of whatsoever description, were such 
execrable and abominable beings, that they wiere 
in no sort to he endured ; but that they were by 
all means^ and particularly by all manner of 
force, to be coerced, and if they remained obsti- 
nate, to be extirpated. 

Next, that it was the bounden duty of every 
Sovereign to enforce this Decree of the Church, 
and to purge his dominions from every taint of 
heretical pravity. 

And that, if they refused to 4o this, or were 
themselves at all incKned- to atiy such heresy, 
the Pope should call upon them to correct 
themselves, and if they did not, he might then 
pronounce them deprived of their dominions, 
and transfer their crown to any other orthodox 
potentate who might have power to execute the 
sentence* 
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And further, that in execution of this sen- 
tence, he (the Pope) might absolve the subjects 
of every such heretical prince from their allegi- 
ance, and from the obligation of any oath which 
they might have taken to him. 

Lastly, he assumed it as his right, to pro- 
nounce a similar sentence against any sovereign, 
who, after being admonished, should persist iu 
invading what were called the Franchises of the 
Church (one of which was that no ecclesiastical 
person should be tried by any lay tribunal); 
and in that case to lay the whole kingdom under 
an Interdict; that is, to prohibit the celebration 
of every divine office ; and thus to deprive all 
ranks and classes of those advantages and con- 
solations of religion, which are most parti- 
cularly important in that communion ; and thus 
to drive the subjects into taking.up arms against 
the prince who by his contumacy was to theOi 
the cause of such extreme distress/ 

In consequence of all this, every Popish state 
had, even for three or four centuries at least be- 
fore the Reformation, become avowedly and 
systematically persecuting : and Crusades had 
been published and enforced for the avowed 
purpose of extirpating whole nations or bodies 
of men. For the same purpose also the courts 
and tribunals of the Inquisition had been esta- 
blished ; and the most horrible and before un- 
heard of means were taken, by secret informa- 
tions^ by extreme length and hardship of impri- 
sonment, and by torture of all kinds, to discover 
and to extort from an accused party the means 
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of his condemnation^ followed in many cases by 
the most painfol death. 

That these maxims have been proceeded upon 
l)y the Popes themselves* as well as by every 
sovereign over whom they possessed any autho* 
rity; that more especially since the Keforma- 
tiotf the system has only been, if possible, more 
completely enforce^, is so notorious and per- 
fectly undeniable that it calls for no proof. 

The wonder is that when these facts have 
been and remain so perfectly established by the 
experience of ages ; when any denial of them 
has never entered into the head of any Protes- 
tant, nor is even now attempted by those who 
are most loud in favour of the Claims ; we should 
all at once be called upon to forget every part 
of it; to dismiss all our fears and apprehensions 
of the Popes or their adherents, and to rest as- 
sured that is quite a harmless and a sociable sort 
of faith which is held by them. Nay, we are 
expected all at once to become so enamoured of 
it, and of thism, as to be willing to give up every 
safeguard which the wisdom of our ancestors 
Interposed between them and us, and, after 



* Of the motifes which sometimes dictated persecu- 
tion; take the following specimen. ** It has been computed 
that Urban VIII^ who was one of the Barberini, left to his 
family above twenty four millions of Romaii Scudi; and this 
partly accrued from the confiscations of the effects of thre« 
thousand unhappy persons who were put to death by the In- 
quisition/* Keysler's Travels, London 1760, vol. ii, p. 105. 
See also Dellon^s account of the Inquisition lately published 
at Hall, and sold by Longman and Co. 

F 
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having surrendered a small part of the putwojtlf^ 
fairly to let them into the citacjej. v > ' . 

Certain it is, and it is admitted even by their 
advocates, it is so argued byi tbemselves, that^if 
they do hold these tenets, ithey are not only .not 
fit to have any shiare in thp government, hu|;;,nQt 
€ven to live in the country,; that every severity 
against them may be justified by the apprebenr 
sions which any State, called by them here- 
tical, may naturally entertain of them and of 
their proceedings. And indeed Mr. Lock^ 
when pleading most strongly in favojiij: of jthe 
most general and the most Gberal toleration, 4id 
solemnly intimate that Papidta* had no ri^ht to 
be tolerated by the civil magistrate, on; the plain 
ground that they would not tolerate others ; aud 
also because they who entered into that Church 
did ipso facto deliver themselves up to the prior 
tection and service of z. foreign Printer ^. / ,; 

And the truth is that, if it had not been that 
Protestants had a &ehng upon thos^e points 
which was totally unknown to their adversaxies, 
they would never have suffered a single Papist 
to live among them, even with the^ mo^t limited 
enjoyment of his property or his religion, when 
at that very time in every nation that owned 
the Pope, (^very man who shewed the least 
symplon) of entertaining Protestant, principle 
was persecuted with the most iinrelentmg 
cruelty, and either driven out by terror or put 
to death. To this day this is the case in all 

* Locke's Works, Vol. 2, 4to £d«^ p. 342, Letter Ist on 
Toleration. 
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inch countries, except where a liEU&ity of princi- 
ples in religious matters, rather than any libigh 
Ality of thinking, has produced some mitiga^ 
tion*. 

Even now, in Spain and Portugal as well as 
in Italy, as it is admitted by the University of 
Salamanca^ in one of those notable opihidni 
whicii being procured for a particular purpose^ 
have served te sktisfy those who were very 
anxious to be satisfied, and those only, eve^ 
there it is admitted that ^' no settled inh^bi- 
tslnt" is permitted to proftiss any religion but 
tiiat of the sovereignj*. And how was that 
law enforced? for here the practice almost siir- 
imssed the theory. Why, not by siifieringa iadA 
who doubted of the truth of that faith, or wish^ 
ed to embrace another, to go where h^ mig;ht 
profess it without offence ; which is what a: B^ 
man Catholic in England was always at liberty 
to do; but by laying hold of hifn and detaining 
Itiih there ; by the miost griev6us tortures and 
pains destroying his body, and, as they thought 
his soul;' or brihging him to confess outwardly 
with his lip% thit which inwardly and in his 

* It is a. clear fact that hitherto it has been chiefly, if not 
wholly, by the. efiprts. of Infidels and, Atheists that any degrea 
of Toleration has been introduced into Hioman Catholic 
conntries. 

f 'It 18 a wonder that nobody has observed, in answer to 
those getitiemen^who give so mOrcb weight to these opinionr^ 
tiSai many years ago the same experiment was tried by 6nf 
Henry the Vuith ; and that to the doctolre of those days tba 
Pope p^' just as niiich respect as- he woald to those of the 
present, wben they iBttrfereJl WlA Hiifiews^* 
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heart he detested : nay, often by infltcting^^atf 
these tortures, even to death, upon those who 
really had no crime or supposed crime to con- 
fess, but merely for the purpose of maintaining 
the authority of the tribunals and the dread 
which was entertained of the Holy Office, ot 
for the more base purpose of enriching it by ' 
confiscations. Such were the tender mercies of 
the Inquisition. Such was the practice even of 
that free Gallican Church of which we have 
heard so much, only that there the penalty was 
not always death, but something which might 
be considered as even more grievous ; imprison- 
ment^and scourgings in monasteries for the wo- 
men, and the gallies for the men*, with occa- 
sional breakings upon ^he wheel for their mi- 
nisters when judged to be particularly contuma« 
cious. 

With all this before their eyes, and with such 
a system so enforced, that it was not .without 
great caution, that, even as a stranger or a tra- 
veller, a Protestant could venture to. take up his 
abode in a Popish country, the Laity among the 
Papists lived here, if under disadvantages, yet 
unmolested in their lives and properties ; such 
as chose to go had full liberty to do so, and to 
take their property with them; and such as 

* In which with horrible cruelty the p<k>r wretches were 
watched, and if at the elevation of the Host they did not 
make the obeisance which was by them considered as idola- 
trous, they were flogged without mercy, so as almost to ex- 
pire under the infliction : and this repeated as often as the 
celebration of the mass recurred* 
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stayed, knowing exactly to what they were ex- 
posed. Against the Priests indeed there were 
.statutes which might be called sanguinary ; but 
it is certain that the object of the State in 
passing them, was very different from what sve 
have been just contemplating; not^the persecu- 
tion of the individual, nor the enriching of the 
State or of any body of men by confiscation ; but 
solely self defence. It was believed, nay, it was 
found upon experience, that the Priests were the 
ready ministers for the propagating of any at- 
tempt against the State, which the Pope might 
be meditating : and he had set himself in open 
hostility against our sovereigns. He had by his 
Bulls addressed to the people of England and 
of Ireland, solemnly pronounced them to be de- 
prived of their crown, and had offered that 
crown to any potentate who was strong enough 
to make it his own. One monarch had actually 
made the attempt. The Priests were known to 
be, even by the obligation of an oath, absolutely 
devoted to his service and to the support of all 
his pretensions. This was more especially the 
case with the Jesuits, of which description were 
all or nearly all who were sent into this coun- 
try. Was it not then justifiable, was it not wise, 
to take every measure to keep out of the realm, 
men like these, whose chief errand might well 
be suspected to be, as in certain instances it was 
proved to be, to sow treason and disaffection r 
Upon these grounds only it was that the penal 
statutes were passed, under which the Priests 
suffered in the reign of Elizabeth ; ^^ not/' as was 
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stated in the tract published by lord Burleigh, 
" for Religion but for Treason."* But severe as 
we must admit the statutes to have been, how* 
ever necessary, they were for the most part suf- 
fered to sleep, even in the early days of the Re- 
formation : and for more than a century before 
their repeal, even, when the Pope was support- 
ing, and in every yay abettittg an active and 
efficient Pretender to the crown, not one in- 
stan(;e of an execution occurs. 

Such was and is, and ever hs^s been the signal 
difference between the treatment of Papists by 
Protestants, and of Protestants by Papists.*!" hi 

this country credit was always givea them for 
being (as it has often been said) better than their 
principles. Nor is there any man among us at 
this hour, who has, particularly with respect to 
the nobility and gentry of that communion, a 
di0erent sentiment 

But surely, wide is and should be the differ* 
ence between not fixing a man with all the bad 
principles which. are professed in the commu- 
nity to which he belongs, and . taking such a 

» a The Execution of Justice not for Religion batTrea9on/' 
Beprint'ed in the 3d vol. of the Preservative against Popery. 

t The manner in ivhich Dr. Milner and others affect . to 
speak of these statutes and the execution of them« has made 
0i€ obatt fhort notice oJTthem necessary. The reader will observe, 
that nothing is here said of the manner in which Prote^^ts 
may bave j^reated our (mothers Sometimes that was 8tiffi« 
ciently Popish. But that very soon wore away. ^ Still how- 
ever, there was a feeting of indulgence for errors which had 
been s^Actioned by such long and general usage as those of 
iHe Cburcb ofjiomei . • j^ -> 
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man to be a ruler and a governor over a nation, 
which rejects and abhors, and statids in particu- 
lar opposition to those principles. ' 

Still we shall be told that all this is nothing; 
That it is not a doctrine (this is tlie subterfnge • 
it is only a point of discipline) of the Church of 
Rome, that Heretics should be persecuted. And 
we are > bidden therefore to believe implicitly 
those individuals, who not having the power so 
to do, tellus: that they will never persecute. 
That is all. But that it is a fact that, at the 
bidding of the Popes, ail Romish countries have 
been uniformly persecutors, neither is nor can 
be denied. Only it is no Article f>f Faith The 
Ordinances, whicli have thus been acted upon 
for now six hundred years, were only temporary. 
And il^ may be they will ' now be ho longer en* 
forced. Is not this a great satisfaction ? And 
should we not be quite unreasonable to look for 
any thing more ? 

Let us however see what is the &ct. These 
persecuting Canons were passed as soon almost 
as there arose any considerable body of men that 
questioned the doctrines or authority of tlie 
Church of Rome. They were solemnly enacted 
first in the 3d Council of Lateran under Alex- 
ander the Hid ; the Popes however, having be« 
fore that acted upon the principle there laid 
down. Not long after, and when our king 
John had just before been made to bend at the 
footstool of the Pope, and when therefore all 
sovereigns had full and pointed notice, they were 
more solemnly promulgated in the IVth Literati 
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Council under Innocent the Hid. a Council so 
numerously attended, and of which the Decrees 
are so important, that it is called by the Council 
of Trent the G REAT Lateran Council : in which 
the doctrine of Transubstantiation was first pro- 
mulgated by that name : which first declared, 
that out of the pale of the Church (meaning al- 
ways the Church of Rome) there is no salva- 
tion ; and which is cited by Dr. Milner himself, 
as establishing the pre-eminence and authority of 
t^at Church."* In pursuance of these Canons 
of this famous Council received and sanctioned 
in this country, and in all Popish countries by 
national atid provincial councils, enforced by 
constitutions of emperors, edicts of kings, and 
by statutes in this realm, passed at the express 
instance of the Prelates and Clergy, recognized 
by subsequent Councils, such as that well known 
one of Constance, and the other Lateran under 
Julius II. and Leo the Xth, the Inquisition was 
established among all the nations that would re- 
ceive it ; and where it was not endured, still 
the Bishops, as was before mentioned, acted the 
part of Inquisitors ; and all Heretics, such espe* 
cially as denied Transubstantiation, have been 
searched out, and hunted down, as it were, 
wherever the arm of the mighty Nimrod has 
been able to extend itself. 

* " Extra qaam nallug omnino salvatar," Can. I. *' Ec- 
desia Romana, disponente DominA^ super onanes alias, ordi« 
narise potestatis obtinet principatum, utpote mater nniver« 
sorum Christi fidelium, et mt^isira,*' Cdsu 5, See Letters to 
a Roman Catholic Prelate in Ireland/ ISll/ p. 104. He 
might liave cited the 3d Lateran also to the same effect. . 
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Still we are told that our alarms are vain. For 
that all this is not doctrine! In this country 
burglars and murderers are hanged, and we 
think, by due course of justice. Suppose some 
man were to say, '^ there is no declaration of 
the law in this : for it is only said that these 
WTetches shall be, not that they ought to be 
hanged f should we not laugh in his face? 

However, take it in these gentlemen's own 
way. They do not consider it as an Article of 
Fkith that Heretics should be persecuted. Only 
their Canons enjoin and command that it shaU 
be so. Now, how can we be sure that, if we 
give them the power to act according to those 
Canons, they may not at some time or other 
think it right so to do, more especially wheioi 
such has been the uniform practice of their 
Church? Surely we should say, we will not» 
even on that account, allow them to be rulers 
over us. 

But the fact is, that there is in the nature of 
things a reason why they should be, as they al- 
ways have been, pereecutors. Such are the ab^ 
surdities, as we should say, or, as they will say^ 
the wonderful mysteries of their religion, that 
they will not admit of any scrutiny or question 
by common men: but as there is no mode of 
shutting out inquiry but by force ; therefore, as 
they have used force from the beginning, so 
must they go on to use it to the end; or it is 
morally impossible that even the natural ten^* 
dency of man to superstition, should for any 
long tin^e bear tben^ o^t 

G 
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We come next to the King-depoaiog D6c-^ 
trine : eaforced by Paul Ilird and Pius Vll^; 
againstouil Henry the Vlllth) and Elizabeth; and 
ia fMrduance of which Philip the Ilnd fitted out 
the; &mcd Armada,, for the purpose of taking 
posaession of this kingdom under the Pope'i) 
gd^nt : \;i!:hicb in Germany before that had4>een 
repeatedly acted upon : and under which, thd 
crown: of Spam actually possesses Navarre at 
thi^ jMmciA. Ash to. this< also^ we are told, that 
V^e meed be undec n6 apptehension, for that no 
ifiUuxiaxi Catholic would hearken to the Pope, if 
h^ imxt: ta attem{)t any: smch deposition of ottf 
isdogi^ Aiid; they give as a proof of this, that 
IK) Bomaniai. declared^ for Philip IJnd at the 
tline/of his attempted invasion. But what does 
thijSi.ajnount tot? None of them ever had the op- 
portunit^r of doing tliis^ if they had been so 
mitided;; 'for . the Armada, never landed, its 
myriads in England, it never was in a state to 
give*preAeojdon;to \h(xic who would have joined 
iU But^boir! was it in Irelaild^ in all the rebeU 
lions , excii^ed by. the Popear Has not always the 
g^eat bpdy: of the: Romanists in that country! 
^hejVQt themselves devoted to the cause of the 
l(Qpi»?:;Nay, in the great Rebellion of 16*1, was 
•npt>:RiQuccani, the Pope^: Nuncio, enabled to 
counteract and. to master the great body of the 
nobilityi and gentry, who wished to^ continue 
loyalPi . 

But: wr are told: fnither, that even in Bioman 
Catholic GonntrieasiBch Bulls of the. Pope would 
not now be regarded. This may vbe tnie{ afid 
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it has already been admitted that, even in the 
worst of times, in the darkest of ages, thiis wsb 
sometimes the case. When the sovereign and 
the people were of a mind, the Pope could do 
little or nothing. His pretensions could only 
be made available, when there were discontents 
among the people,* or a competitor for the 
crown. But is not this the very case which does 
«oif may exist here? In endeavouring to dethrone 
a Protestant king, in order to set up a Romab 
Catholic in his room, or even in order someway 
or other to advance the Romish Religion, the 
Pbpe would have on his side the wishes and 
the prejudices of ail those to whom his Bntl 
was addressed. 

Here then again we must say, that ila reason- 
able man can aver that the peace of the realtii 
may never be endangered (We need go no fef- 
ther, it is sufficient if it may be seriously endatI^ 
gered) by this usurped authority of f hi Pope. 
Let us even concede to the Roman Catholics of 
the present day all that they stipulate for them- 
selves, who shall answer to us fbr the drsposiCioti 
of those who may come after them ? However, 
we shall see that it is only to a small part of the 
body that we are called upon to make ^y such 
concession. And let it not be forgotten- that 
although the family^ which formerly pretendtd 
to th& crown is extinct, yet there remains a 

* Id facl« the Jacobin doctrine of Appeals to the People, 
HvM flm broached by the Pbpes ; and was their great en- 



fine. This may be seen in Parsont^i boot-, pnlMiibiid imcNt 
the iiaiiMef*B»liMMii# 
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•Roman Catholic sovereign who according to 
the strict rules of inheritance has the better 
right The king of Sardinia claims under a 
.daughter of Charles the 1st ; whereas our sove- 
reign derives his title only from a descendant of 
.the fii'st James. 

We are now brought to that other circum* 
stance; that the Pope, under the authority of 
these general councils, may absolve, and has 
often absolved subjects from their allegiance. 
That *^ no faith is by him or his adherents to 
be kept with Heretics," is a reproach which, 
they have been unable to repel ever since the 
famed Council of Constance, for there it was 
most solemnly decreed that any promise or en* 
gagement made with any person to the preju- 
dice of the Catholic Faith, ** in prajudicium Ca* 
thpHca Jidei ;' and also as they have it in another 
decree, " if thereby any prejudice may accrue 
to that or to the Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction/' 
." Eccksiastica JurisdktUmi^''^ is void. There is 
no answering this. It is impossible. And 
therefore the University of Alcala (one of the 
universities whose opinions have made so much 
noise) in attempting it has only made the matter 
worsef Besides this there are Decrees and 
Bulls of Popes in great plenty to that effect In- 
deed there is none of his assumed powers which 
the Pope exercises more frequently or publicly, 
than this of absolving from all Oaths whatever, 

. * Concil. Constant, apod Binniam. sess. xix. See Repl^ 
to the Observations of Dr. Milneri p. 219. 

t See the Sequel to the Serioos £KaaiinalioB# p. 44. 
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-and however solemnly taken. And if lie were 
indeed Christ's Vicar upon earth, it would be 
hard to say that he has not the right. 

After all, even setting aside this usurped 
power of the Pope, let us see whether a true Ro- 
manist can seriously bind himself that he will 
not attempt the overthrow of a Protestant Go- 
vernment. He believes that the Church of 
Rome is the only Church, and that by dvoine ap^ 
paintmtnt : and that all other bodies which pre* 
tend to be Churches not depending upon it, are 
rebels against its authority, and consequently 
against the solemnly declared will of God. 
Now, what is an Oath ? An appeal to God. But 
how can he make an appeal to God that he will 
bind himself to maintain and defend that which 
is so directly opposite to the will of God ? Is there 
xiot,^must there not be in such a case a clashing 
of obligations? and would not that of support* 
ing his own Church and extending the kingdom 
of Christ, appear the antecedent and the most 
forcible ? 

The more sane judgment must therefore bc> 
that a Roman Catholic cannot sufficiently by 
his Oath give security to a Protestant Establish*^ 
ment, so as to be entrusted with a share in its 
government. 

But there are two points more behind. First, 
there is that Power of Absolution from every 
crime which is assumed to reside in the Pope, 
and is by him delegated to the Bishops and 
•Priests of that See. This is so established in 
that Church to be necessaryi that no man can 
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receive the Eucharist unless he bring a eertifioate 
from a Priest that he l)as confessed to him and 
has been by him absolved, and so is in a state c^ 
acceptance with the Church. Which by the 
by was first made obligatpry by that Gre0 
Council of Lateran of which we have been 
speaking. Now we know that in point of fact 
the belief of the Roman Catholics at large is 
that the Priest has this power of absolution un- 
coi^ditionally and at his discretion : and we may 
safely affirm that eyery common person of that 
commimion, when he has received absolution 
from his confessor, firmly believes that his sins 
are all done away. This is notoriously the ge- 
neral, the popular idea. And so if any man 
were disposed to rise against his government for 
the purpose of advancing the interests of his 
Church, he knows how he may be cleared from 
the guilt (supposing he hav^ any doubt of the . 
lawfulness) of the act. But we are^told that 
this is a false notion : that true repientaace and 
contrition are exacted from all as a previous 
condition. Now first, we would ask (for all 
tjbis passes in secret, which makes it the more 
dangerous) is it pretended that all who come to 
confession are really penitent and contrite.^ 
Will any body believe this? And yet if it be not 
so, some of those are deceived who go away 
with the impression upon their minds that they 
ha{^e. obtained effectual absolution. But what 
says the Council of Trent ? It affioms^ and ear 
joins. the belief of it under pain of the ftccusp 
tomed.anathema^ tbfit attritioni whioh.is.an.mi- 
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perfect degree of contritioB, cbie'fly nfiade u{< of 
the fear arising from puhishnrent, together with 
the Saerament, that i^^ confession and absolution^ 
atid the doing of the penanc^ enjoined^ is snffi- 
cient. And that it is even more efficacious than 
|ierfcct contrition without the Sacrament^ if 
wilfully neglected. Now it is plain thjit thi^ 
doctrine of attrition being so vague and in it's 
fiature imdefinable, leaves so much latitude to 
the sinner as well as the Priest^ as to account 
very satisfactorily for that confidence in thd 
Sacrament, and that power over weak and sa- 
perstitious consciences (and wickedness is so far 
from exempting a man from that weakness, that 
we know that it rather subjects him the more to 
it) as cannot but be dangerous to any State^ 
which it is the special interest both of the con"* 
ftssor and confessed to overthrow^ 

Added to this there is, lastly, the doctrine of 
the Infallibility of the Popes : very material as 
it bears upon all the others; True it is* that 
this is a point subject to some dispute. It is 
not agreed where it resides. But somewhere it 
must be in their Church, or there could be no 
pretence for their persecutioti of Heretics. This 
Popes claim it for themselves. Others limit it 
to General Councils. And others again to Pope 
and General Coundil united. 

Non Dostrom- inter vos tahtaseoroponerelitei.^ 

* Virgil goef on 

'' Et vitul4 ttt digtids'et hie." 
Which Gay, with admirable^ humoor, has contrived' ta 

pMi6dy : 

*^ <!(efise, c^aitiyooff trains : 
" An oaken staff each mtrits for his pains/' Many 
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fiut certain it is that if any person hold that^ 
it resides in the Pope, it will be very difficult 
for him to withhold his assent to any^ even the 
most monstrous, of those doctrines, which we 
have been considering. 

And therefore it was that in order to guard 
themselves from the suspicion of their being in 
that predicament, as well as from the natural 
consequence which we have also stated of the 
popular idea of confession, that the Roman Ca-* 
tholic nobility and. gentry did in the year 1789 
meet together and frame the Declaration and 
Protestation before referred to, in which they 
positively disclaim any belief in the infallibility 
of the Pope: and also declare that they do not 
believe that any sin whatever " can be forgiven 
at the will of the Pope or of any Priest or of 
any person whatever ; and that a sincere sorrow 
for past sin, a firm resolution to avoid future 
guilt, and every possible atonement to God 
and the injured neighbour are the previous and 
indispensable requisites to establish a well«^ 
founded expectation of forgiveness." And to 
this Declaration not only all the Laity of any 
distinction, but many of the Clergy, and some 
of the Prelates subscribed. And upon this their 
Declaration they consented that an Oath should 
be framed in all respects agreeable to it, and 
which should be taken by them as a condition for 

• 

Many persons wiU think that something heavier might 
well be laid on the back of an Inquisitor. By the bye, the 
persecuting canons must be the production of infiillibility^ 
having been passed in General Councils held before the Pope 
himseH* 
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their enjoying the imitttmities ^hich they werfe 
soliciting from PiirHamerit. 

Unluckily, while the proposed Bill was going 
through the Houses, infbrniation bf all this was 
sent to Rome; and all of a sudden the Vicars 
Apostolical having become better informed, 
pronounced that no such Oath could be taken. 
And further by their Encyclical Letter of Ja- 
nuary 19th 179I> referring to a former one of 2f 1st 
October 1789,they declared positively that thi 
Roman Catholic Committee had " no right or 
authority to determine what Oaths, Declarations 
or Instruments concerning doctrinal ^natters'' 
(sbch, it seems, are the Oaths of Supremacy, 
however qualified,) " they might take ; but that 
this authority resides in the Bishops, they being, 
by divine institution, tlie Spiritual Governors in 
the Church of Christ, and Guardians of Religion." 

They further condemn in strong terms the 
ijppellation of Protesting CathoHc Dissenters, 
tvhich the Roman Catholic Committee had al- 
kywed to be given them in the Bill. 

Now then, the first and most striking obser- 
vatioti which occurs, is, that the doctrines of th<i 
Infallibility of the Pope, and the power of un- 
conditional Absolution in the Priests, must not 
now be treated as phantoms. To abjure thisni 
by oath is solemnly decliared to be unlawful, by 
those who assert at the same thne that they ar6 
the only competent judges of thosd matters. 
And we see indeed that they have the power to 
give effect to their judgments. For afler the 

H 
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most strong and pointed Reinonstrances from 
the Committee, the Bishops carried their 
point. 

And, indeed^ what more convincing proof can 
be given of the existence of that absolute do- 
minion of the Clergy over; the* Laity which we 
have before pointed out, than such a transaction 
as this? How can the empire, of one man over 
another be more harshly, more offensively ex- 
pressed than by insisting upon obedience (for 
such the reader will recollect to be the case) 
without deigning to assign any reason why the 
obedience is called for, except, that the persons 
so constrained to obey are incapable of forming 
a judgment upon the subject 

Again, how are we to look upon this power 
of the Pope as insignificant and contemptible, 
as some wise Protestants would have us do, 
when we see it so implicitly obeyed in mat- 
ters of the greatest concern, ^nd nppn .which 
the persons so made to obey had daost 4eUbe- 
lately framed a contrary opinion ? And how can 
we in fact give credit to any declaration of any 
individuals of that communion, wh^n, we see 
their most solemn opinions. and judgment thus 
overturned, as it were, with a breath ? 

Besides, how can we say that this empire 
which the Popes arrogated . to themselves over 
Kings and Emperors is given up, or may not be 
resumed in its full extent, when we see them 
continuing to dictate in what terms the Oath of 
Allegiance which every sovereign requires from 
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Ills subjects shall, or rather shall not^ be cdn* 
ceived? And^ indeed, what security can we have 
that even the most pernicious acts may not be 
enjoined in the same peremptory manner by. 
these infallible guides ; whose authority, we are 
told in the most decided manner by the great 
oracles of the Romanists in England and Ire- 
land, by Dn Milner and Dr. Troy, is not to be 
questioned in points of Morality as well as 
Faith ?t and the reader will recollect that in 
the' late Resolutions of the Irish Prelates in Np- 
vember last, J they assign as a' reason why the 
Veto cannot be adopted, that no such step can 
be taken without the express assent of the 
Pope. 

But further, there is a supplement to this 
transaction which is material in another point of 
view : which warrants us in entertaining the 
conviction that the same insincerity and dis- 
simulation which the Popes have always prac- 
tised, and instances of which even crowd the 
p^ge of History, are still in fashion not only at 
the Court, but ambng the distant Prelates, of 
Rome. 

* It will torn out, we think, upon examination/ that the 
Popes have never given any expreu assent to the Oaths now 
taken ; only they have dropped their opposition to them. 

t Dr. Milner's Pastoral Letter of 1808, p. 15, or the 
Author's Address to the Roman Catholics of England, p. lOG. 
Dr. Troy's Pastoral LeUer, p. 76, or the Author's Reply to 
Dr. Miloer's Observations, p. 56. 

X Which see in the Protestant Advocate fpr January last^ 
with observations upon them. 
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In the Encyclical Letter above referred to, it 
was stated by the Vicars Apostolical, that the 
condemnation of the Oath, which was by them 
absolutely declared to be unlawful, was ^^ con* 
$rmed by the Apostolic See, and sanctioned also 
by the Bishops of Ireland and Scotland." 

This condemnation was in October 1789^ 
|Iow soon after that it was thus confirmed and 
** sanctioned" we know not ; but this we know, 
that in 1793 an Oath similar in every respect to 
the Oath thus ^' condemned and declared to be 
unlawful to be taken/' was by the Irish Parlia* 
ment required of the Roman Catholics of that 
kingdom ; and that it was by tho^ very same 
Bishops of Ireland allowed to pass without op* 
position or even remark : and this although one 
of the principal of them. Dr. Troy, published 
upon the passing of that Bill^ a very studied and 
detailed Pastoral Letter. 

Now let it be explained to us how an Oath 
vhich, when offered to be taken by the Roman 
Catholics of England in I789, was condemned 
and declared to be unlawful, should^ only in 
1793, when exacted of the Roman Catholics in 
Ireland, be considered as innocent, and allowed 
to be taken without contradiction ?* What can 
we. see in this, but that with which the Pope» 
and their adherents have always been charged,* 
that, although tliey never have formally given 
np any one of their most extravagant preten* 

* By-the»by, Dr. Milner still calls it the <« HckrodMi 
Oath.'' Letters ta an Irish Prelate, p. 45. 
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sions, yet, whenever it was necessary for the oV 
taining of their ends, they have ever been ready 
to keep them out of sight, and suffer them to 
be put by, always intending to bring them for* 
ward again whenever the opportunity was fa- 
vourable, and they found themselves able to 
maintain their ground? And indeed this ac- 
counts, and this only can account for the uih 
easiness which the Roman Catholics of Ireland 
feel, and so strongly expressed in their Petition 
of 1 805, at being required to take such Oaths ;^ 
and it is evident enough that they would hii 
very glad to get rid of them. We may boldly 
say that here is to be traced (according to ai| 
expression supplied to us by Bishop Watson |) 
one of " those artifices of the Roman Conclave 
to gain and retain something, when they couldi 
not gain and retain every thing." 

This charge of insincerity is indeed one of the 
most serious and important of the many which 
are brought by the Protestants against the Sec 
of Rome ; it is and has been one of the great 
causes of the distrust and suspicion under which 

* " Howtver painfal it is to their feelings that it shoeld 
still be thionght necessary to exact sach tests from them, and 
them alone of all his majesty's subjects/' Vide Appendix 
to Sequel to the Serious Examination, page ▼• 

f The Bishop (Charge p. 39.) denies this to be the cascf 
with what be is considering, the Pope's allowing the ob* 
noxious clause (or rather one of them) to be omitted in the 
Oath of Ordination of the Irish Bishops. That it is so, see 
Tery clearly shewn in the Reply to Dr. Milaer's Observations^ 
p. 62. 
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it has always lain; and surely the experience of 
late years is not such as to warrant any change 
in our feelings, or to justify us in granting to it 
any degree of confidence. Take the whole of 
this transaction as well as that of the Veto, and 
see what miserable shuffling and evdssibn it offers 
to our view, what a string of equivocations, and 
what a final withholding of all reasonable satis- 
faction. Protestants were to be surprized and 
soothed by the liberality and fairness of the De- 
claration, which might yet be ohly so retracted 
at a convenient time, as to leave men at liberty 
to urge that such were the opinions and tenets 
of the great body of the Roman Catholics*. It 
has unfortunately ever been a maxim of that 
Church that "the end sanctifies the means;'* 
and that therefore it is allowable to dissemble 
and even to lie in order to advance the interests 
of religion. And of this their forged Decretals^ 
and their numerous false miracles, are most evr- 

* What shall we say to the view which Dr. Milner gives 
us of this transaction ? He says, that numbers snbscribed the 
Declaration for certain reasons, but chiefly on being assured^ 
" positively assured/' he says, " that it was not to be re- 
'' .duoed to the form of an Oath. By these arguments and 
^* especially the last mentioned^ the Catholics in general, Biakop9> 
** and Clergy, no less than Laity, were induced to sign iheir 
** names to the instrument ! V* That is, they were, content 
to say, but not to swear ! ! / The truth isj that the evidences 
which may be drawn against himself from this gentleman's 
writings are so numerous that it required much forbearance 
not to load these pages with them. He has also lately dis- 
covered another Miracle ! ! Will not Protestants ask '* Is this 
man fool or knave ?'' And shall we have such to rule over 
us ? Letters to an Irish Prelate^ p. S, and 12S. 
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dent and standing proofs. Nor even at this 
day, thanks to the right reverend Dr. Milner, 
are there wanting similar wonderous works ; and 
(if not actual forgeries, yet), mutilations and per- 
versions and mistranslations of texts ; all which 
again furnish a sufficient reason why he and his 
• fellows should not be implicitly trusted. 

This perhaps may shock some of the Roman 
Catholics : they will make the common com* 
plaint that it is illiberal to impute to them what 
they have shewn themselves ready to disclaim. 
Now the answer to that is, that no such impu- 
tation is. meant to be fixed on any individual. 
It is sufficient if there be a reasonable presump- 
tion that it is well founded as against the body 
at large as well as those that are its rulers. In- 
deed we cannot see how any Romanist can an- 
swer for himself what he might do on any given 
occasion. Should the course of events be such, 
that a Bull from the Pope, declaring our sove^ 
reign to have forfeited his crown on account of 
his Heresy might be of iservice to the cause of his 
Church, will any man believe that he would he- 
sitate to issue it ? and is there not reason to ap« 
prehend, that if it could be obeyed with impu- 
nity^ there are Roman Catholics who would with 
no great reluctance lend themselves to it ? Will 
any man assert that this would not in all proba- 
bility be the case with by far the majority of 
the Romish population of Ireland ? Men may 
treat this as lightly as they please, but the fact 
is, and we should not fear to repeat it a hun- 
dred times, that there is the doctrine unrepealed 
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and even unqualified by any Pope, and in full 
force, as far as the Popes are concerned. We 
»eed only cite the words of the Roman Catho- 
lic Committee in their expostulation with their 
Bishops, when even in the plainest terms dis* 
claiming these tenets of the deposing power^ 
unconditional absolution, and not keeping faitli 
with Heretics, they add, " These certainly were 
" never Articles of our !]?aith. But the doctrine 
** that the Pope was possessed of all these 
*' powers by divine right was once a very 
** prevailing opinion. It was asserted in ex- 
press terms, and attempted to be carried into 
execution by Pope Gregory VII, by Paul 
IV, Pius V, Gregory XIU, Sixtus V, and some 
" other Popes. Has any Pope ever disclaimed 
them, or permitted his right to them to be 
questioned in his own dominions?" 
Consider what took place in this country in 
the only two instances where, since our Refor- 
mation, Papists have possessed any pow^r. 
Never can we forget the bloody reign of Mary, 
or the abominable though unsuccessful (and 
only not sanguinary because unsuccessful) efforts 
of James the lid: against our liberties in Church 
and State. It is needless to dwell upon them. 
Biit here another circumstance should be ob- 
served naturally arising but of this, and very 
material ; we may ask, in either reign, did atiy 
private Papist make any opposition to those 
violent and illegal (in the case of Mary, it will 
be said perhaps not strictly illegal, but certainly 
unchristian) measures ? Did they not contem- 
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plate the advancement of their particular Churchy 
even by siich means, as above all things de« 
sirable, and as wbatthey-^^t^' bound continually 
to promote ? Most signally was this the case 
in. Ireland iibder James, and indeed his short 
mgn there was marked by an act of suoh^in^ 
gular and sweeping itrocity, as should be more 
particularly Noticed than' it has usually been. 
In tlie parliament that he called in that king- 
dom, when :he returned thither after his^ abdica- 
tion/ a Statute was passed, by which were 
proscribed, without any proof of guilt or pro- 
cess, or citation previously issued against them^ 
2,445 persons by name : among them tw6 Arch- 
bishops and one Duke ; Earls, Bishops and Ba- 
rons, Kiiights and Esquires in great plenty ; in 
truth, all the Protestants whom they could dis- 
cover to have property in the country ; at the 
head of those the Butlers, the Boyles, the Dil- 
lons, the O^Bryans, the Caulfields, Loftuses^ 
Gootes, and (mrabile dictu!) Petty ! There 
was a mockery of justice in* the measure, as it 
was carried on, which distinguishes it from 
every other aticfmpt of a similar kind. The per- 
sons in question were required to come in by a 
particular day, of which it was impossible that 
they should have notice, for every one, almost 
without exception,' was in England, and there 
was at that time no communication with Eng- 
land. Besides, what crowns the \7h0le, arid was 
indeed unheard pf before, a Clause was inserted 
taking away the King's power of pardoning after 
a day fixed ; until after which day the Act was 

I 
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kept locked up, and iQ^ccessible to every 6iiti 
i^tUat ^hen James himself wished to sftveone 
p^fctiQiliar p^i^sQu 1m found that it was out of 
hispQ*]er^i r^ ;; i 

lix, alLtbese a^iM of violenC;e and injustice> let 
it be obsetved^ for it id a material feature^ tbc 
great bodjtof tlie Papists both joined^ and a{h 
proyj^d of them. So it was with respect to 
thQ$g mote directly and formally illegal outrages 
and .ihAs^creSi whibh at different periods took 
place i^ Ireland^ even down to the ishocking 
scenes which w^e exhibited in 1798 at Wcxf 
for4« at Sculiabogue and at Vinegar HilL Indeed 
the anippiosity of the lower Irish against Heretics 
is and has always beeh of a very marked kind. 
When^ engaged in the laudable work of persecuL 
tion, they seem to have completely put off our 
common nature^ and to be little more than 
dsemoiis in huitaan shape. For this we must 
surely hold their Priesti^ their Spiritual Guides^ 
as they are eni^hatically stiled^ to be in a ^eat 
degree responsible : their empire over the con^ 
science^ of their flocks we are •• assured is des- 
potic ; and if they had labonrecl ill good earnest 
to inculcate Christian : charity towards their 

* See State df tlie Protestants in Irelancl under James Jld; 
by Atdibirt«>t> Ki% 1691. p. ltd. He obVerTes, p. l^, 
that Mainoogst all the altUI^s into which kih^ J4ai^i dad'1i% 
offieei's entered, he i^ever kept any with Prdteitsnts/' And 
in the end he says at ,p. ISS. " Whoever jcOna^dera tbes# 
circarostances will conclude, that no less was flesigned by 
tbehi'^ (Jkm68 and hi^ party) '^ than the (execution of the 5d 
Can^ cf the Laterad Couni^il, the utter eitiftiatiOB 6r llbk 
Heretics of these inngdoiiis.^ / 
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(brethren of .9 dil^Ti^reiit cpi^aiMi)iQii| ii^eiy i?oul4 
X\o^ so tptal^ have failed* Ot 19 .it| that^ like 
mpsi^t pthier demagogue^ tb^y are y^i&^.fHighty 
iQ iiVritj^g tfO ipischicf, knt without power to 
^o gp^ ; ^nable to repress or ev«» to moderate 
the ^yU *|4ql^ they th^^selvw hflve set qu 

Precisely the same, o^r nearly, shall ve find \q 
be the spifit which ha3 hoen, md stiJM^ (a§ ^ 
9^ it can ^b^^ itself) prevailing iq l^opisl^ cqvfi* 
tri^ ahiroad, Every where we pi^y pprpej vp thp 
j^fltiqp ai largp hf^rtily qoH3per^ting with,t)i#ij: 
It^lei^ in the destruction of ihq^e whf> wpre de- 
i^Qunc^ as ?l?retijWf W? ip4 i»o vwfl iift^ 

. t It wil) hardly be ^^r^ited, y f t H is i^ hc/^^ tfa^(. ^Tfff ^^ 
^his tin^e^ when th^y arf iousting upoji a restitution ot PrU 
Yilegei on the groupd of their inherent peacefl^tjilen^ss and 
ioyalt3%they are actually ebstmctirig by forpe so kafmleH 
fri obj9Ci(si we should thtnk hj at that af rabuitiliii^AM* 
ieat^Dt, fMfh. Thj^ if v^^ft iji raaUy 8oif)g.f(^ff^df 5)t 

5'emp)e ^icbsj^l^ near Cprk ; tbs iRpr)i;i^f n j^avQ ^p|«aj|^ 
eeii driven awa^y by the Papists : and tb^ Boaird of First 
Fruits, under whom the wurk was proceeding, have been 
obliged to eall ^apon govermneiit ftr uilitary aid, and there 
^ Qow^ o# hsa Ijeei^if^ cp|9pMrir <tf^Ww»s ViartfteA Mf r »M 

sppi, for:^bfi 80I9 purpose pf ^iKqn°S \}^ »^^}Y Qf fb^ ^x\ir 

fiigen and labourers epa ployed. The lu^n^ ^binj^ has hap« 
pnked in tUe'cbdlity of K^rry.' Thei'e (as we are informed na 
theSun-ofilPnday Jd)y tbe'24th)1he materikts prepared 
ffif bniUin^ a ohiirch at Wast Toa^ in thfl coanty, wera 
Qfk \ifB l^b pf j[u9Q last d^t|[t>yf d, 1^^ ])snjfl Mopjf^r|y, w))9 
^as employed ii| |l)e ba^diogff Wprfl t^^fit b^ wpijld nq^ conr 
tuiai^ln thp eipploymei^t, and a' notice b^s b^n pat pn t(ia 
dpor of Mr. Robert Bietiiierbasset (utider whose auspices ^a 
building was conductedj) that his boose would be burned if ha 

did noirefoqaiib hie iatsation. 



up, no hiiftd stretchda olit td'profeefct tlie*cfeirbfed 
victims, but, so * wcll^ irt the faiWiftil ■ tutored, 
tlmt' triumph and .feiiiltation 'eVciif ligWt up the 
i^duntenances of thd^e\{^hd assist at 'their ^cts 
of' Faith.' On other tiubjfects, 'when ; Sfeifcrity 
isf exerciiid tdwatds ctvil delinquents, ihlrfmuiis 
against the government are not unfreqiiehtly 
heard; arid at least- the culprit meiets with 
conipassion. But in the holy cause *of God him- 
self, as it is declared to be, it is weakni^ss, it is 
a crime fbr a ".true son of the Church td riikriifest 
any feeling; If indieed, it had not beeft for this 
shocking perversiori Atatf defiravatioh' of the un- 
<Jerstanding ■ which ever attfend* Poperyi* hfdw 
could it have happened, that any beings in the 
fqrtp of man, could have lent thetnselvfes to the 
"iriassacre of so many millions of^^.peaceable ^d 
upg^ending fellow cr^tures^ in the Spvith- of 
France^ bbtdi. early and ilate ; in Paris itself; in 
the t<3i# Countries ; fc'lhe Tallies of Piedmtofntj; 
In Italy'/ in Bohemia; niiy/ \fre n4a;y say . iii al; 
niost fvery Christian country in foirope ? ..,;i 
But. leaving .tl^se --^ Horrors'' of. which fbe 
Edinburgh Re vicwerir tell : us the Public '^ hail 
supp'd full,''* a^d df 'which the^ an4 6thet 
gentlemegi of their* way ' of ihin|qng,uatu^ 

wisb to hear no morje; l^t ustum.to aninstwce 

I " * 

of less savage atrocity, but which('demonstrate» 
only the rtore cleftrly the ^btilty aihd tiie ttoa* 
bated perseverance "^ith wllich the members of 
the JElomisb Church pursue their end where they 

^ In their Review of Marmioa* No. amiii^)^/!)* ' ' ' 
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tfe %Mkefst.'^ This was the case in Poladd sboin 
%fter ^fhe ''Reformatio^; and the Romianist^ 
thtt^btiy i^ere fainto consent that there should 
be' jptiaoe established among' all classes ; ; which 
^erfe to be all comprehended under the word 
*'- Dissidents," or persons of different ^ehtiments 
in religious matters (dhsidentes de'religUme). 
This Was made one of their solemn and fiinda*" 
ment&l laws ; (Pacta Gonventa) and their 
Kiiigsf Were bound tb swfear that they would 
obseri-c it, which Henry ofValois after some 
hesitation submitted to do. Yet not long after 
this;* first; the attempt was made and stieoc^ded 
to confine the appellation of " Dissidents" to the 
Protestant and Greek part of the community : 
anjd then assuming whdt was at first nominal 
teflifnpily real ascendancy (just as the^ Cat holies 
4n^iiycbuntry would ^o) they pushed out their 
ftllow Christians froftt^e ofiice after the other, 
lillafelrtt in 1733,' tliey completed their pur- 
poieMby* excluding them from having seats in 
tffediet. And from thence, having revived an 
old law against Heretics, they went on to acts 
of direct persecution • against all who differed 

'/•*' "-a"! - 4k • I ,'' ',t:[i' . 

from them. 

r. Ij^re again do we^ not see reason. to be deeply 
distrustful of Papists, simply as Papists? 

After all, let it be observed, that what hat' 
been here' said upon the obnoxious doctrines, 

* See Coxe*8 Travels into Pbland, &c. Vol. 1. p. 25> where 
the reader maysee the act itself which established the peitt, 
and from "which it is luahiFest that all were comprehended 
under the word " Dissidentes/'— all were on the saibefootiiig; 



md even upon p^rs^qutipp, is but,- ^ \% wer^, 
l»AUer of supererpg^tioii* ^uIGcient b^ h^n 
shewn m the flrit instAUce to make \t oecfs^a^iy 
to keep fliU Rpm^n Ci^thqUc^out of power ; but; 
oertaioly s^lao, this ^bsdute empire of the Pope 
Md h)s Clergy over their ^ks^ and thi$ rooted 
^version, which from the ^^% to the last, they 
i^ntertain against all those >vho are pf a difiereqt 
faith, makes the <m^ m^h stronger. Aud if 
there be only a doubt whether the Pope s^Ui 
keepis up bis pretensions, or is likely to. be i?pr 

held in them by the, Hom^P Cathqlips ip thiy 
realpi, even that dQ^btit while it remains, shcwlqf 
prev^t their application irom beipg complied 
with.^ 

They aik, let it be further qQ»y8ider^4 ^ P(> 
(mliar privilege ; to be exempted from tafci^igthf 
Ofttbs which are taken by every other svbjee^ 
ae a qualiScatioii for o|^e> Iii order to obt^n. 
this^ therefore, secofdipg jto every prio/ciple pf 
pound reason, they a^ bPDud ta shew th«t fm| 
Qsly they fwyn be Ipya]^ but that no pQiaihlf 

Pope's protestation in his Ciriialar of Feb. 5, 1808, that th^ 
di^ereqce v^hich arose between Baonapart6 and him at |hal 
^t, ofig^fnated tn the ifiAtner fcaring demanded ibM the 
worship estaUishad by:tbe <|iflbre9t sects of GbrkfciamihiMiU 
^ fref fMid p^l^Ui^y #|^|F^i<eA»'- .Whi^^h the Popt rejected 
as " ^frnfrary tft the Cgnif^f t^ thp S^ffrn^^ to tbe (^Mp^ 
fe/tgion, to private tranquillity and pabh'c happiness, from th« 
4ir«f^ qonseqi^ace^ whs,ich jk^ retn)^ frofii H,^' Bnt tliey. 
t^¥«i lit M 9gree4^ U WW? ]^F# Vi^^ *b^ 1^^» .^f fsvodf^ 
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sttspicioii of disloyalty can attach to them : that 
they have even motives for being loyal^ and 
proofs of their good disposition stronger ind 
dearer than can be adduced by those who are^ 
not to enjoy this peculiar privilege. There 
should therefore be the most distinct renuncia^ 
tion, not only by those who claim the exemption 
for themselves, but by all those who have any 
influence, much more by those who have such 
absolute sway over them, of every tenet, nay^ 
of every bias or opinion, which can interferi- 
with their allegiance to the sovereign^ of makQ 
them in any way disaffected to the govemment. 
How far that is from being the case, we havi 
seen. Nay, it appears clearly to be out of theif 
power, even as to these most obnoxious points. 

But we are sometimes reminded that thes6 
disqualifications are of comparatively late impo^^ 
sition ; that for a considerable time after the Re^ 
formation (more than a century) Papistic sat iii 
Parliament, and might bear office: that this 
wa^ particularly the case in Ireland : $ttd, say 
they, why should it not be so now ? To this two 
answers may be given ; besides that there weri 
always statutes existing, which, if enforced, by 
making them Recusants, Would efFectitally havt 
excluded them from all offices and public situa^ 
tions. But, first, the very circunistance that 
these measures were not taken up immediately,, 
and when men's minds were heated, is their very 
recommendation. They appear to have been 
adopted only when they were called for; And 
90 to be the offspring of expeiicnce, not of pai^ 
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siott But, secondly^ we- should cbnddertli© 
light in which Papists . virerenegarded; iiiiithosia 
early times, and the utter Impossibility on tha^ 
account'of their possessing any influence in Par-^ 
lianient, or any efficient share of powen IThey. 
could not have obtained a moments hearing id 
either House upon any! subject conniected iwi th 
their peculiar Creed, nor have been allowed .to 
give it the slightest degree of official support. 
But. is that the case now ? , In fact, as doon as 
there was a prospect of their becoming really 
powerful, and formidable, means were taken to 
exclude^ them from- power. It was- never 
doubted at any period,, that if they had power 
they would use it to their own ends. . 

Another argument is sometimes resorted to, 
which is ad hominem; it is said, you are figli ting 
in the Peninsula to support that Religion which 
at home you .are persecuting. Now, in one 
word, this is not true. We are not fighting to 
support the Romish Religion at all. . Weare not 
even supporting Roman Catholics against Pro* 
testants. But we aie defending one Roman Ca^ 
tholic against the attadk of another, who, whatr 
ever he may be in reality, professes to be a Ro- 
man Catholic also : and that in a merely tem- 
poral quarrel, for temporal dominion and no- 
thing else. 

Let us now come to a conclusion, for it was 
intended always to be brief Aiid on that ac- 
count, let not a word more be said of the Irish 
Romanists, of their violence and turbuledqe, and 
the glaringly factious and dangerous. view& 
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^faich they almost openly avow; and which 
would make concession impossible if there were 
no other reason against it Let, also, all their 
inflammatory publications rest; or rather, let 
them be read by any qne who yet hesitates upon 
the question; and Dn Milners first : he must 
indeed have strong prejudices or little feeling, 
he must be ^^ferreus,** who can read them with** 
out much wholesome indignation. But it has 
^seemed to the writer of these sheets, more ad- 
viseable to consider the question upon the 
broadest grpun^^ with a view to what Popery is 
in itself and always must be. He does conceive 
that to get rid of it, on partial grounds, would 
be very i^i perfectly, to secure or to serve the 
country. He is persuaded that to ensure any 
degree of peace, not only to the government 
but to the individuals themselves, the only way 
is to close the discussion once for all ; to say 
positively to the Roman Catholics, that no share 
of political power can be conceded to them 
£ven if all the Pope's Bulls and so many Decrees 
of Councils which render them justly suspected*, 
were not in existence, they are unfit to bear 
rule in a Protestant country : the view which 
they have of our Church and of theirs, . renders 
it impossible that they should be trusted. 

And to this effect the late transactions re- 
specting the VetOy are very material. They bear 
directly on the question ; and are indeed their 
own judgment against themselves. Their pre- 
lates have decided that our sovereign cannot be 

allowed to have the least interference in the no- 

• ^ ■ K • 
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mination of their prelates. They hold it not 
proper that any uncatholic king should inter- 
meddle in ever so slight a degree with their spi- 
ritual concerns. Be it so : but how then can it 
T>e endured that they should have in any respect 
the controul and management of ours? Yet 
what under these circumstances they have the 
modesty to ask, is, not simply to be able to put 
H negative upon the appointment of any prelate, 
but absolutely to recommend and virtually to 
appoint every bishop on the bench, and almost 
all the considerable dignitaries, and to. present to 
a great proportion of the parochial benefices ; 
for such and no less do they ask, wh^n they re- 
quire that they may be prime mimsters and 
chancellors. Surely there is an inconsistency in 
this which could not have been ventured upon, 
if they had not found frotn experience that in 
these days Protestants ' are very easy of belief, 
and ready to take every things upon trust. And 
the manner in which this is defended, is, like 
the rest, full of insolence and presumption. Our 
king, they tell us, may well name to our bene- 
fices, for our Church is but of yesterday, and a 
merely human fabrication ; but theirs is a divine 
Church, and will not bear the touch of unhal- 
lowed hands.*' ■ 



* See Elacidation of the 'Veto by Dr. Milner, p. S6: and 
4he Catholic Magazine (a ciiriouB publication, avowedly pa- 
troniaed by Dr. Mtloer) for December, p. 21C« Dr. Miloer 
(at p* 40j of the £lncidation« &jq,) reminds us, that '' when 
Frederic of Prussia became master of Silesiaj he appHed to 
Pope Benedict XIV« ibr a Concordatum of this kiatore,^ (that 
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Such in effect is their language, an4 the ex« 
pression of their feeUngs when talking of theit 
Church and of ours. The reader may have ob*. 
served how the Vicars Apostolical rq)robated 
the appellation of Prottsting Catholic Dissenters, 
as applied to men of their communion. Now 
what could make this appear to them so except 
tionable a denomination? Simply this; that 
Dissent usually means dissent from a Church ; 
and that thus, by admitting themselves to be 
Dissenters they were giving to our establish- 
ment by implication the name and honours of a 
Church, at least de facto ; which is what neither 
the Pope nor his myrmidons will endure: still 
less would they admit of an expression which 
seemed to allow to it a rightful existence. Such 
is their abomination of it^ that they must have 
nothing to do with it^ except for its destruc* 
tion. And the same Dr. Miiner, with an in- 
consistency into which they continually betray 
themselves^ very coolly and deliberately declares, 
that ^^ Ingenuity cannot specify an act, however 
vidifferent in itself, which consistently with the 

is^ to give him a controal over the spiritual jurisdiction) who 
answered him, that ''the history of ages did not furnish aa 
instance of that nature, and that hii name would ht it^famoUi 
were he to ^i^te Xx> the proposal/' Yet observe, \h'e king 
did nominate the bishops, and the I^ope confirmed': the pet^ 
sons so nominated t Frederic would not be said nay, in fact, 
though he might in words. And thus the Popes did> accord- 
ing to Bishop Watson's words, keep and retain something 
when they could not keep and retain every thing ; or as Lord 
Clarendon says, they " give up that which they can neither 
sell nor keep/' Religion and Policy. 
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tenetSf discipline^ and moral code of his religion^ a 
Catholic can perform or concur in for the pur- 
pose specified, that of maintaining a Protestant 
ReUgion.*"^ 

This passage has been cited out of many 
others with which this worthy Prelate might 
have supplied us, because] this again makes an 
end of the question. If no Roman Catholic can 
join in any act for the purpose of maintaining the 
JProtestant Religion^ how can he possibly with 
a safe conscience, or with even the semblance 
of integrity, bear the office of Chancellor or 
Prime Minister, or indeed any other public 
office ; since of all these it is the special duty to 
uphold and maintain the Constitution in Church 
as well as in State ? In the judgment of their 
own doctors therefore, they are totally unfitted 
for the situations which they claim, and they 
^should be told so. Let it be ^femembered what 
is the situation of Dr. Milner, even that he is 
one of those terrible and all powerful Vicars 
Apostolical, and then let ainy man say whether 
the superintendance of all causes Ecclesiastical 
as well as Civil within this realm can be confided 
to men who hold, and openly hold such tenets. 

Here \ye might close at once, for surely what 
comes out of the mouth of an adversary is of all 
arguments the most decisive : 

* " Ex ore tuo te jiidico !'* 

We must hoAvever shortly revert to that with 
which we began, the constantly operating and 

* Letters to an Irish Prelate, p. 62. See also p. 25, 26; 
& 46, 47. He repeats tkis in other publications abo«. 
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ovcrbealriug incitements which Romanists musl^ 
have to overthrow our Establishment, merely 
for the purpose of adding this short and familiar 
instance, If a man were to be constantly giving 
out that you have no right to the estate which 
you possess, and that he is the lawful owner, 
would you make that man your steward? 
Would you put all your writings and title deeds 
into his hands ? 

Still there is one point behind, which, though 
delicate, must be touched upon. By the Act of 
Settlement (which it were not amiss for every?, 
man to read and consider who takes upon bitn 
the det^iding of this question) it was and istatids 
provided, that no Papist should wear the crown 
of these realms^ and that if any Sovereign of ourt 
should become Papist or marry a Papist h^ 
should by that act forfeit his crown. Now are 
we ready to give up this safeguard also for our 
Liberties and Religion ? But is there a man 
existing who does not believe that this is a re- 
straint which the Romanists would immediately 
get rid of, if by any means, by any intrigues or 
promiises they could win over a majority in Par- 
liament to vote with them ? And indeed what 
good argument can be used' for keeping up this 
disability in the King, which does not equally 
or more forcibly apply to* his ministers? For hei 
is only the ostensible actor. It is they who 
really carry on the Government, and who are 
made responsible for the mode in which it is 
carried on. And if they may be Papists, if in their 
hands as Pa{>ists the Constitution is safe, why 
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ift, the King, it will be argued, to be debarred 
from professing what religion he may think to 
be the best ? After all, we must remember that 
this is a restraint laid on the King; and who 
shall say that a sovereign may not rise up who 
may wish to get rid of it, and who may there* 
fore favour the attempts of the Romanists to 
effect this change also ? 

There is one argument which ought to have 
some weight with those who are used to pay 
implicit defcFence to Mr. Fox's opinions. That 
gentleman has laboured very strongly to prove 
that the original defect or vice in James the lid* 
Vf^ his wish to xnake himself absolute, and not 
]w bigotry. And the same thing was believed 
in his time.'^ And that he took up his Popish 
creed because it was well calculated for further- 
ing his designs. Now, if this were well estab- 
lished^ what a recommendation would it be of 
that religion to any king who loved power 
(and how few are there who do not :) who 
might therefore feel uneasy under the restraints 
which our Constitution imposes upon him, and 
who might in consequence be inclined to do, 
9n4 wit^ ^niore wariness might accomplish, 
what Janjes, had in view ? 

L^t it be admitted (and no one is more per** 
sufaded of it thau he whose hand is employed in 
tracing these lines) that this is not, and will not 
be the casp with any Prince of the House of 
Brunswick, but we must all be aware that th^ 

^: See Sutft of Ireland^ by Archbishop;' Kiag* p» 36* Oat 
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line is not immortal. The family of James the 
lid. is extinct, and who can say that this may 
not at no very distant period be the case with 
tlie descendants of the Electress Sophia of 
Hanover ? We have indeed a goodly train of 
Princes, but their issue is a present limited to one 
daughter ; All our hopes at present center in 
her; she is young and healthful : but as health- 
ful as ^he have died unmarried or barren. We 
all fervently pray that this may not happen, 
but if it should, and if, with a Parliament in part 
Popish, with a sprinkling of Popery among out 
Ministers and Privy Counsellors, it should be- 
come a -question whether recourse should be 
had to that remnant of the royal litiiS' which is 
now ruling in Sardinia, how forcibly would all 
thkt has been urged then ^pply ? and how much 
does this shew the propriety and the necessity 
of not tampering with that Constitution undrt" 
which we have so prospered, -and enjoyed such 
internal peace? V' 

We are well, are we not? Why make new'ex'- 
periments ? for the experiment is hew ; for nev^ 
yet, unless we willtake James the IIti'smiiii*ti*y, 
and his parliament in Ireland for instances, ntvik 
yet have Papists and Protestants sat in Ptitlid- 
ment or joined in measures of executive govertf* 
ment upon any footing of equality, or in such k 
way as that the Papist could have an Opportu- 
nity of recommending or serving his religiidti. 
What good can arise from bringing togethersuch 
jarring elements ? The education, the habits, al- 
most every idea of a Romanist differ from thoSic 



of a Protestaiit; and particularly on that great 
point which is the first in the cont^plation 
of every good and of every reflecting tonind, we 
are,*^ far as the poles asunder." Their very su- 
perstitions, ridiculous and absurd as they are 
esteemed by us to be, disgusting as they nnist 
be to a Protestant eye and ear, not.only must for 
ever prevent our amalgamating with them, but 
must minister food for continual dissentions. 
And besides, experience has shewn,, as we have 
seen, that they never will rest, tl^y have too 
jmany^easons \yhy they should not, too many ad- 
visers and constant instigators who will not let 
them, until they have attained not only ascendan- 
cy, not only dominion, but exclusive possession. 

The difference between a wise.m^nor a wise 
nation, and those who are not w^e, is, that tbp 
.wise profit from e,xperience. Let us not be 
numbered with the foolish. 

It is foolish, let it be permitted to say, to 
keep expectation alive where there is no reason- 
able prospect that it can be satisfied. To excite 
or keep alive hope which is either unreasonable 
in, itself, or of which peculiar circumstances 
preclude the gratification,, can only minister 
fopfl for discontent. More especially in the 
science of legislation, it is unwise to agitata 
points of which the means and the end are not 
clearly ascertainable. Now no man has ven- 
tured to point out, no man on either side of 
either House of Parliament, no minister fropi 
the days of Mr. Pitt to this hour, has pretended 
that he could sec in what way the propo^i^d 
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concessions could be made to the Roman Ca- 
tholics with perfect security to the constitution. 
That object may therefore fairly be presumed to 
be unattainable, which has failed to be attained 
by the collected wisdom of men so eminently 
gifted as all these are supposed to be or to have 
been, all having considered the point as one of 
the utmost importance, and never having been 
able to arrive at any useful conclusion upon the 
subject. 

Further to prolong the discussion, would be 
only to keep the public mind unnecessarily 
upon the fret. To go into a Committee in Par- 
liament, would be only to contribute as much 
as po3sible to keep those unsettled v^ho have no 
regular habits of thinking; to encourage and 
give consequence to every idle, and every loose, 
and every mischievous opinion ; to supply fresh 
topics of complaint to those who love to be cla- 
morous; and at best to give fresh eftect, and as 
it were, a new edge to the disappointment of 
those who are asking what cannot be granted. 
It is surely time that the discussion should be 
closed. There is perhaps no instance of any 
point having been so repeatedly and so solemnly 
discussed, without being in a much shorter pe- 
riod set at rest. 

" Interest reipublica, ut sit Jinis litium,'^ is a 
known maxim of law. It surely applies with 
quite as much force to the making of laws, as to 
the execution of them. 
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, SINCE these sheets were sent to the press, 
Mr. Charles Butler has published a long Letter 
in the Morning Chronicle. It is all sufficiently 
answered by what has been said above: but 
something must be added as to certain asser- 
tions of Mr. Butler, which, coming from him, 
must excite astonishment. " But," he tells us, 
" it is said, that the Council of Lateran assumed 
" a right to temporal power, and that the Coun- 
** cil of Constance authorized the violation of the 
" safe conduct granted to John Huss. Both gf 
" tho9t FACTS art positively denied by the Roman 
" Catholics ! ! " — Denied ? by whom, by what sort 
of Roman Catholics ? Does Mr. Butler mean to 
deny them ? Are they not Facts as solemnly re- 
corded as even any Act upon our Statute Book? 
These Facts denied! and this by Mr. Butler, 
*^ the fairest of the tribe !" may we not say, 

" Ab uiio 
Disce omnes }" 

But he adds, " this is not a place for dis- 
^^ cussing the point, — but what does it signify ? 
" If the Council of Lateran claimed for the Pope 
" or itself a right to temporal power, it did 
" wrong : If the Council of Constance authorized 
" the violation of the safe conduct, it did injhr 
" mously,'' [bbsevrethe distinction.] " and there's 
'' anendon'tar 

No, Mr. Butler, there is not an end on't. An 
Ordinance acted upon constantly for six centu- 
ries ; a solemn Act followed up in practice, is not 
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thus made an end of. Let them be repealed by 
the authority which enacted them. This is the 
least that can be required : this you, Mr. Butler, 
well know is the only regular way in which such 
things can be properly got rid o£ As to the 
trash which you call the opinions of the Catho- 
lic Universities, why not answer what has been 
«aid in the Sequel to the Serious Examination ? 
As to your Rescript of the Pope in 1791, do 
away whAt has been observed upon it in the 
Reply to Dr. Milner : that Rescript, let it be 
observed too, which was issued at the very time 
when the Pope was asserting his dominion over 
you in the most ofiensive manner. Away with 
6uch equivocation ! 

But further you tell us, what is indeed most 
surprizing, that on the head of Persecution we 
are all even. That the massacre of Saint Bar- 
tholomew is to be balanced by the extrava- 
gances of the Anabaptists at Munster : that is, a 
most solemn act of treachery and general mur- 
dering of men called Heretics, executed with 
the utmost deliberation by an estalbtisbed Ro- 
man Catholic government, avowedly in sup- 
port of your particular faith, and sanctioned by 
pMT Pope, is the same as an exltraordinary ebul- 
lition of wild fanaticism, hostile to all govern* 
ments alike, and put down by Protestants as 
well as Papists, with the hdp of Luther him- 
self ! Then we are told thiat the burnings in the 
time of Mafry were nd worse than the execu'- 
tion of the Priests during the reigns of Eliza*- 
beth and the fom Pkincet of the HOttie ol 
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Stuart: of which enough has hecn said above: 
only observing further that it is a period of 
three short, years which|is allowed by him to 
have produced as much mischief, as the other 
side were guilty of during the course of a whole 
century^ and, he might have said, two. Last of 
all, we are told that the revocation of the Edict 
of Nantes is paralleled — by what, does the 
reader think? Why, by the ejection of the 
2,000 ministers under the Act of Uniformity!!! 
Really, if the reader is to be supposed to know 
what the effect of the revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes was^ and was intended to be, this is an 
insult to his . understanding quite astonishing ! , 
What? the direct and most cruel persecution. of 
hundreds of thousands, nay millions, of lojral 
and unoffending subjects, upon no one charge 
or complaint alleged against them, is no more 
than the depriving of their livings a certain 
number of ministers, who refused to make use of 
the established Form of Prayer, who rejected 
the discipline of the Church, and by that rejec- 
tion became unfit to officiate in that Church P 
Men too, who,, for the most part, had got into 
those livings Jn a: time of civil commotion, by 
the thrustibg out of others who were in lawful 
possession of them? The3tii are parallel cases^ 
are. they, Mr. Butler? , 

And pray, let us ask further, how you dispose 
of all the atrocities, all the horrors of your 
Inquisitions? the cruelties and murders by 
wholesale of the . Albigmsesy the IValdenses^ •. the 
Pabirenea, IfubUcaiiis, Hussites, and so many 
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Others, as well as the modem Protestants, in 
France, in Savoy, in Italy, in the Low Coun-* 
tries, in Germany, Spain and Portugal, in 
South America, and the East Indies, perpe- 
trated by Inquisitors, and by Bishops as bad as 
they? What? not a word to say of them? 
Oh, fie, fie, Mr. Butler ! If you are ashamed of 
your Sect, as you ought to be, come out of it. 
" Halt not," I beseech you, " between two 
opinions !" At least, for your own credit as a 
writer, do not adopt the miserable subterfuges 
of Dr. Milner and such men as he ; men, who 
treat you with insolence, and whom in your 
, heart you must despise ! 
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